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ADVERTISEMENT 
TO THE 


| READER. 


550 IL. no doubt, be thought 
N aſtoniſhing to ſee at the Head of 


a Romance, the Name of a pious 

. Biſhop, à profound Divine, aud 
a fine Critick ; in a word, the Name of 

M. Hur, Biſhop of Avranches, a Per- 
ſou more known and eſteem'd in the World 
for bis Learning and Piety, than in Conſi- 
deration of the Poſts and Dignilies to which 
his Merit alone had rais d bim. What 
Probability is there, will ſome. ſour. Bigat 
ſay, that the Tranſlator of Origen, that 
be who would have reſtored to us the ſevere 
Maxims, ſhould come to palm upon us thoſe 
v1 D. Alonzo? What likelibaod is tbere 

| " MY that 
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that the Author of the Evangelical De- 
monſtration ud likewiſe be the Writer 
Diana de Caftro? No, is in vain 


ihe 4 would ſuade me, that ſuch a 
holy Bibop, with the ſame Pen wherewith 
determaned the Situation, and given us 
Me DefcriÞtion of the Terreſtial Paradiſe, 
would have given us that of the Amazons 
und Yncas : This Contraſt ſhocks me: Ei- 
ther ſome obſcure Author muſt have defign*d 
* to embelliſh bis Wort by ſuch a famous 
3%" Name ; or elſe the Bookſeller muſt have in- 
tended 40 impoſe on bis Readers by ſuch a 
ſpacious Tithe, to ſet off his Book, and pro- 
cure it a quick Sale, Such a Fudgment, 
pronouns with a deciſrve Tone, would be 
4 to - ſurprize the Credulity of fuch as 
don't value themſelves upon, * will not 
give themſelves the trouble of examining 
into the Reality of Things. But by good 
Fortune, M. Hu r himſelf, in bis | 
moirs intituled, Commentarii de Rebus 
ad eum pertinentibus, has left authentick 
"Proofs of his Diana's Legitimacy ; and 
'altbough, for good Reaſons, he wr not 
publiſh it during his Life, it is evident 
— be always retain'd that Tender- 
meſs for this Production, which is fo na- 
tural to all Authors, fince he ſhew'd it 
foe ſelef? Number of Friends; and even 
| when "be was aimoſ Seventy, he did not re- 


fuſe 
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to the READER, v 
faſe it to the powerful Sollicitations of di- 


vers Ladies, which was publiſhing it in 


fome fort, - although he would not ſuffer 
it to be copied. | 46 
In the ſame Book he gives an exatt Ac. 
count of the Circumſtances aud Mottves 
which incited him to compoſe this ingenicus 
Work. Therein be ſays, that from his In- 
ancy he had read, with a certain Greedi- 
neſs, all the old Writers of Romances, whe- 


tber Gauls, Latins, or Greeks ; which. 


he calls in another flace, an agreeable 
Amuſement for honeſt Idlers : Aud he 


had improv'd ſo well by this reading, - that 


at the Age of Eighteen he «vas able to trau- 


flate the Paſtorals of Longus, à very li- 
centions Work, capable of - corrupting the 


Morals of Youth ;, but he tyas then ignorant 
of its Venom, However, of all the Romances 


e had read, none cbarm'd him lite 
D'Urfe's Aſtrea, which he always eſtcem- 
ed the moſt incomparable, moſt ingenious, 
and moſt polite Piece that ever appear*d of 
this kind, and judg'd it to have "ue the . 


Glory cohich Greece, Italy and Spain, 


had acquired in this fort of Writing. He 
made it then his peculiar Diverſion, being 


in the Couniry with two of his Siſters, 
who, like him, took ſuch Pleaſure in the 
reading of theſe Romances, that they never 
mterrupted him, but to give vent to the 

A. . Sighs 


— 
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Sighs and Tears which the tender Sentiments 
contain'd therein, would draw from their 
young Boſoms, even in ſpite of them, E- 
very rural Solitude ſeemed to them the deli- 
cious Country of Forez ; the leaſt Rivulet 
repreſented to their Imagination the River 
Lignon; à dirty Shepherdeſs was chang'd 
in an inſtant into Aſtrea; and the ruſtick 

 Cowherd was metamor?hoſed into Celadon. 
So feveet an Error mad? them taſte Plea- 
fures, which even the Reality could not 
have given them, and whereof one is no 
longer ſuſceptible in an advanced Age. 
bal a ſtrange Education] what a loſs of 
Dime is here ! will my devout Critick ſay. 
again; although there is nothing that can 
offend chaſt Ears, or be an Offence to Mo- 

" deſty, it is bowever very certain, that 
Love is there treated of in ſo delicate and 
inſinuating a manner, that the Charms of 

this dangerous Paſſion enters eaſily into 

ung Hearts, or at kaſt this fort of read- 

ing hardly ever fails exciting irregular De- 
fires therein, and baniſbing Devotion thence, 

But let us ſee a little how M. Hu E him- 

ſelf anfwers to this Charge. It is not on- 

ly not dangerous, ſays he, & but it is, 

in ſome fort, neceſſary that young Per- 


FTreatiſe of the Origin of Romances. 
1 ſons 
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ſons ſhould have a knowledge of this 


Paſſion, that they may ſhut their Ears 
againſt that which is criminal, -be able 
to extricate themſelves from its Artifi- | 
ces, and know how: to 'behave them- 
ſelves in that which has an honourable 
and holy End. This is ſo true, that 
Experience ſhews us, that thoſe who 
have leaſt knowledge of Love, are 
moſt- ſuſceptible of it; and that the 
moſt ignorant are the greateſt Bubbles. 
Add to this, that nothing poliſhes the 
Mind ſo much, nor is ſo ſerviceable to 
faſhion it, and make it fit for the 
World, as the reading of good Ro- 
mances. They are dumb Tutors who 
ſucceed thoſe in the College, and teach 
us how to live aſter a much more in- 
ſtructive and perſuaſive Method than 
theirs. Hitherto it is M. HU ET who 
anſwers the Critick; *tis M Hur, al- 
ready a Biſhop, -and in an Age to make a 
ſound Judgment of Things: But let us re- 
turn to our Subject. *Twas then in this 
Heat of Imagination that the Fancy took 
him to write alſo a Book in the Style cf 
thoſe whereof he wwas ſo paſſionately fond. 
He was then Twenty-five Years old; and 
the Adventures which had already befallen 
him, together with thoſe of ſome of his 
Acquaintance, furniſh*d him with the Sub- 
A 4 jet 
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ect of bis Work; wherefore it ought to be 
look d upon as a Collection of Truths, 
coherein only the Connection and metho- 
 dizing of the Incidents are M. Huet's. 

However it be, this Great Man is cer- 
tainly the Author; and if that kind of 
Life, wherein he was afterwards engaged, 
feem'd to him too ſerious to ſuffer him to 
publiſh a Book of this Nature; it ſeems at 
leaſt that he was willing to let it make its 


own way down to Poſterity, otherwiſe it 


would have been very eafy for bim to have 
ſtifled it in the Cradle. 42 

Mie din't pretend to be competent Judges, 
whether his Conduct in this Affair is regu- 
lar in ail Reſpetts, and ſecure from Cen- 
ſure ; but as Matters of Fact aye open to 
the Copnizance of all the World, we might 
produce the Example of divers great Pre- 

lates, or famous Divines, who in the Heat 
of Youth have, like our Author, given @ 
looſe to their Imagination, and "left us 
Works which ſuit but little with the Cha- 
rafters which they have afterwards born. 
The Loves of Theagenes and Chari- 
clea, have been handed down to us, in ſpite 
of the great diſtance of Time ; and this old 
Romance owes its Birth ts Heliodorus, 


Biſhop of Tricca, who liv'd in the fourth 


Century, He not only composd it in his juvenile 
Tears but alſo publiſp'd it, and yet that did 
not 
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not prevent his Promotion to a Biſhoprick, + 
at a time when they made a ſtritt Enquiry 
into the Conduct of ſuch as they intende 
to raiſe to that Dignity : For, the Account 
which Nicephorus give 1s of the pretended 
depofing of Heliodorus, becauſe he would - 
not conſent to the fuppreſſmg his Book, has 
always been loo d upon by the Learned as 
one-of the Fables wherewith that Hiſtorian 
abounds, Here then is an Example of ve- 
nerable Antiquity from one Prelate to ano= - 
ther, and almoſt in the ſame Circumſtances ; - 
or if there is any difference, one may ſay it 
is in favour of the Modern; and yet much 
more if one ſhould compare him with Achil- 
les Tatius, likewiſe a Biſhop, who has al-. 
fo compos'd a regular Romance of the Loves + 
of Clitophon and Leucippe, which cer- 
tainly is much inferior to it, if wwe regard 
the Docrncy of Manners, — the Em- 
peror Leo, N the Philoſopher, Bas 
extolled its Modeſty, tbro“ an unaccounta- 
ble Caprice, and even advis'd the reuding 
of it by Perfons devoted to 87. 1 
Wherefore if any one will be jo obfiinatero 
maintain, that all thefe Biſhops are blame- 
wurthy, what favour muſt they expef?, 
who in ſpite of their ſacred Character, (to 
give their Minds a little reſpite from their 
00 ferious Studies,) ha e amius'd themſelves 
in compoſing, er tranſlating Romantick 
| 4A 5 Hiſtories, 
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Hiſtories, that have been pretty licentiou 
in compariſon with this now in Queſtion * 
Is it not on their account that one ought. to 
cy out, O Tempora! O Mores ! Ne- 
vertheleſs we don't find that their Reputa- 
tion ever ſuffer'd by it, nor that the World 
has for that reaſon refus'd them the Eſteem 
otherwiſe due to their Learning and Piety. 
W: have ſeen in our Days an illuſtrious 
Archbiſhop * write two Books, whereof one 
\ greated of the moſt exalted Devotion, and 
the other was a Romance; the firſt was 
condemn'd, and is ſuppreſs'd, the ſecond was 
 receiv'd by the Publick with the. greateſt 
Applauſe, and is now in the Hands of eve- 
ry body, 

. There would be no End if one were to 
enumerate all the great Men who have ap- 
ply'd themſelves to the Art of writing Ro- 
mances : Philoſophers, as Apuleius and 
Athenagoras: Roman Pretors, as Si- 
Jenna : Conſuls, as Petronius : Pretend 
ers to the Empire, as Clodius Albinus : 
"Prieſts, as Theodorus Prodromus : Bi- 
fps, as Heliodorus, Achilles Tatius, 
Ec. Popes, as Pius II. who had written 
the Loves of Euryalus and Lucretia: 


_ —_—_- 
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2 M. ge Fenelon, Archbiſhop of Cambray, who 
wrote the Explication of the Maxims of the Saints, 
which was condemn'd at Rane; and Telemachus. 4 
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and, in fine, Saints, as Johannes Damaſ- 
cenus, and ſo many others, — 
By what we have juſt ſaid, it is then 
evident that M. Huz T's Name 75 to 
prepoſſeſs us ſtrongly in favour of Diana 
de Caſtro; and yet this ſtolen Production 
ought. not to be eſteem d a Blemiſh to the * 
hw of this great Man, ſince it bears 


all the Marks of its illuſtrious Origin: The 


Sentiments of the Heroes of the. Piece ate © 
every where: noble, and worthy of great 
Souls ;, and one does not find in the whole 
Courſe of this Hiſtory. any thing that borders 


upon thoſe Libertine Morals, which are 
| Kalle up and down the common Romans - 


ces... *Tis true, D. Alonzo falls in love 
with Diana during ber Husband's Life ; it 
is likewiſe true, that Diana is not inſenſible 
of. D. Alonzo's extraordinary Merit, and 
vialont. Paſſion ; but ſhe knows. ſo well how 
to govern the Emotions of her own. Heart, 
and the Actions of her reſpeltful Lover, 
that throughout this whole Intrigue it is 
evident, that the: Love of ber Duty, and 
Care of her Reputation, get much the better 
of Ber Inclization. . What could one defire. 

more regular f @ beauteous Perſon, who 

finds berſelf ſubject, in ſpite. of ber Teetb, 
to the Tyranny of a diſagrecable, capricious: 

Husband, who is jealous to Diftrattion'2. ' 
There is no Reader ſo ſevere wha will not 
vn | ud 


Ki ADVERTISEMENT 
find him 1 more nclin'd to pi nfor- 
tunate Beauty, than to From Tee 4 
Lover. Aud there is no Perſon of a fine 
£1 e who would not wifh that the Ladies, 
wr en to be in the ſame Conthtion as 
4 Caſtro, would imitate ber in her 
Radze, if they imitated her in” ber 
Weakneſs. 

As for the reſt, one fees Vice ounifhed; 
and Virtue triumphant every where, which 
ought to be the real End of the Anthor of 
a Romance, when he is deſirous at once to 
mſtruf?. and divert his Reader. One may 
apply to this Novel the ſame Sentiments 
which the Author himfelf had of that of 
Heliodorus. Nothing is more chaſt than 
the Amours contain d therein; whereby X 
appears, that beſides the Chriſtian Relig 


which ; the Author profeſ”'d, hi own 2 


had given it that FA of Honefty that ſpiner 
throughout the Work : And in that, almoſt 
all others, b. fore and after him, are mach bis 
Inferiors. 

As to what relates to the Incidents, Evi? 
Jodes, Variety, &c. we leave the Rea 2 
A whether the Author, who has 

—— with o much Learning on this" 
Sabjeft, bas not bim/elf put in praffice, in 
this little Piece; the Rules be preſcribd ta 
obhers. All we' can fay in general is, 9 


* * nend "Paſſion, well carried on, is 
ſufficient 


1 
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ſallicient to make the fortune of a Romance, 
this gives us room to hope all Things from it. 
i, likewiſe known, that one muſt not © 
require from Writers of this kind a perfect 
Exatineſs, either in Geography or Chrono- 
logy ; Probability is ſufficient 3 and one muſt 
excuſe their Tranſpoſitions of Places, as well 
as - Anachroniſms which they think fit to + 
mate. 

This is all we have to ſay, and we con- 
fine ourſelves to this, for fear of delaying the 
Reader's Pleaſure, or of lefſening it by let- 
ting him too ſoon into the ſurprizing Cata- 
ſtropbe. 
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Diana Dk ER 


0 7 the bloody y. bar 
1 of Zito, which Blaſco - Nug - 
2 nez Vela, Vice- roy of Pun. 
85 2 loſt together — his Life, 
the moſt agreeable Fruit 
which Gonſalvo Pizarro, the Victor, 
propos'd to reap from his. 2 
was the poſſeſſion of the fair 
de Caſtro, whoſe Husband Dan Lewis 
de Ribera, had been kilPd in that En» 
gagement. The neceſſity . of Affairs - 
oblig'd him to ſtay a conſiderable Time - 
at Zia but at length, returning to 
Civdad Real, the Capital of that vaſt 
Empire, his firft Care was to go and 


_ that young Widow, He * 


* 
* * 
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| helm” afflicted than he believed ſhe 
wodld have been, being perſuaded with- 
in. Nimſelf that the tyrannous Uſage of 
her Husband would have rendered his 
Death leſs ſenſible to her: But her Vir- 
tue, which had never permitted her to 
diſpenſe with her ſelf from performing 
the moſt trivial Services to her Spouſe 
during his Life, obliged her likewiſe 
- > to pay more Tears than ſhe owed to his 

Memory. She had beſides ſufficient 
Reaſons to be concerned and afflicted : 
She ſaw. her ſelf left in an: Age and 
Condition wherein ſhe was expoſed to 
all manner of Injuries, in a Country ſo 
remote from her own, that ſhe cou d 
fearcely ever hope co ſee it again; and 
i ſuch Confuſion, that the Command. 
ers, and Soldiers would undertake any 
Vallanies with the greateſt Impudence, 
and might execute-them with Impunity, 
But whatgave her the moſt Diſquiet was 
the violent Paſſion which ſhe knew Pi- 
zarro- had for her, who was indeed a 
Perſon of Merit; but full of Ambition, 
1 Rebel to his Prince, putfed up with 
che Syeceſs of a freſh Victory, and 
from whoſe aa ſhe 7 Renton to 

chend every thing. yrant, 
* thought himſelf already pretty ſe- 
cure of the Throne of Feri, and only 
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waired for a proper Opportunity to de- 
clare himſelf King, meaſuring his Pre- 
tenſions by his Power, imagined he 
ſhould meet with no Reſiſtance in the 
Heart of a defenceleſs Widow; and 
hoped ſhe would be as eaſily dazzled 
with the Splendour of a Crown as him- 
ſelf had been. With this Thought he 
accoſted her; and, without much Cere- 
mony, Madam, ſays he, if my For- 
tune were yet doubtful, or you were in 
a Condition which would not permit 
you to receive the Offer of my Service 
without a Scruple, I ſhould be more 
reſerved in my making you that Ten- 
der; but as you are now Miſtreſs of 
your ſelf, do not diſdain to hecome 
mine alſo, and to ſhare the Govern- 
ment of Peru with me, if the Emperor 
does me Juſtice, or perhaps the Crown, 
if he will not do it. Diana having fore- 
ſeen this Compliment, had reſolved, for 
tear of exaſperating Prxarro's haughty* 
Temper, to keep him in Hopes, and 
gain Time; wherefore ſhe anſwered 
him, that ſhe ſhould have doubted of 
the Sincerity of his hration, and 
had Reaſon to apprehend that he would: 
have taken Advantage of the Weakneſs 
of a Widow deſtitute of any Protection, 
if his Generoſity had not been fo well 
4 known 
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known to her; but that ſhe bellevnd; 


the Aſſurances he had given her of his. 
Affection were real, and only begged: 
him to conſider her. preſent Condition, 
which did not allow her to hear of ſuch. 
Propoſals. without offending her Huſ- 
band's Memory; however, if hc would 
be pleaſed. to Wait till the Time of her- 
Mourning was expired, ſhe would then 
ſhew him how ſenſible ſhe was of his. 
Goodneſs. Pizarro did net. fail laying. 
a great Streſs upon -theſe, Words; ac- 
cordingly, he: granted her. the Delay- 
ſhe demanded, and in the mean while, 
without amuſing himſelf with .entertain-. 


2 ing her abvut-hus Paſſion, he only talk - 


ed of. his Deſigns upon · the. State, the 
Happineſs of their future Marriage, and. 
the Greatneſs of their Succeſſors. How 


ever, he continued viſiting her:conſtant- 


ly, and performed all manner of Gal- 
lantries for her, of which her Mourn-, 


5 ning would allow taking advantage 
2 of the Freedom and Familiarity where- 


with. People lived in that Country, 
which was vaſtly different from the Re- 
ſtraint to which the Ladies are ſubject 
in Spain. The Report of this Courtſhip. 
was ſoon ſpread all over Peru, whereat 
Francis de Carvajal, Pizarro's principal 


Miniſter and Confident, was. alarmed, 


ſeeing , 


- a 
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ſeeing all the Schemes were thereby 
overturned, which he had laid for the 
aggrandizing of his Family, by pro- 
curing his only Daughter to be mar- 
ried to his Maſter. This Man was art- 
ful in his Conduct, ſucceſsful in his De- 
ſigns, violent and cruel; as alſo one 
3 who would make uſe of all his Addreſs 
2 to advance his on Intereſts. Hereupon 
5 reſolving, in the firſt place, to be in- 
formed of the Fruth, he went to viſit 
Diana, and congratulated her upon her 
good Fortune, which, in gaining her 
Pizarro's Heart, called her to the Sove- 
reignty of the richeſt Empire in the U- 
niverſe. He was in Hopes of diſco- 
vering how things ſtood by the Anſwer 
he expected to this Compliment, and 
he certainly had ſucceeded, if Dia- 
na had known the Intereſt he had in 
oppoſing a Match which he ſeemed, by 
his Expreſſions, to with * take 
effect. But believing he acted therein, 
as he did in all other Caſes, in Concert 
with his Maſter, ſhe anſwered him al- 
moſt in the fame Terms as ſhe did Pi- 
zarro, that the Honour deſigned her- 
was very great, but that ſhe did not 
think ſhe could receive, or even hearken 
to ſuch Offers with Decency, in the 
Affliction wherein her Husband's; 
Death, 
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Death, which had ſo lately happened, 
had plunged her. Carvajal was deceive 
ed by this Reply, as well as Pizarro, 
although he interpreted it otherwiſe z: 
for he believed Diana's aim was to make 
his Maſter ſet a greater Value upon her 
by this Delay, and reſolved to take 
adva thereof to fruſtrate their De- 
figns. The firſt Method he took was 
to try to: diſſuade Pizarro from the 
Match; to which end he took him by 
his blind Side, which was his Ambition, 
and repreſented to him that Diana, be- 
mg Niece. to Vaca de Caſtro, who had 
governed Peru before Nagnez, was 
certainly inclined to the Emperor's Par- 

that ſhe had ſeveral Friends, and 

me Relations in thoſe Countries, Who 
had followed that Governour, and that 
therefore it was: to be ferred leſt ſhe 
| ſhould take advantage of his Love to 
ruin him, by informing herſelf of his 
Defigns, and diſcovering them to his 
Enemies; that a Lover would find it 
difficult ro conceal his Secrets from a- 
Hhandſome Woman, as the Woman 
would likewiſe to keep them. Beſides, 
continued he, one may judge of the 
Humour of Diana by her Husband's 
Uſage to her; if he was jealous, it was 
becauſe ſhe was a Coquet; if he de- 


prived 
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prived her of Liberty, it was becauſe 
the abuſed it. Hereat Pizarro, no long- 
er being able to bear a Diſcourſe which 
injured what he loved, 4 abruptly, 
Ip are in the wrong, the n 
er of Don ts, which was { 

wal own both in Peru and Spain, ſe. 
cures Diana from this Reproach. As 
for the reſt, I am pretty well aſſured 
that the Advantage of being Wite to 
Gonzalvo Pizarro will make her ſoon 
forget what Friends or Relations ſhe 
hasz and if any of them are attached 
to the Emperor's. Party, the marrying 
their Kinſwoman will be the Means to 
bring them over to mine. Carvajal, 
ſeeing this Tryal was to no purpole, 
endeavoured = find out ſome more 
certain Means to compaſs his Ends, 
which Chance at laſt preſented him. He 
had uſed to have all the Letters that 
were ſent from the Civdad Real to Pa- 
name brought firſt to him; theſe: he 
opened, to diſcover the real Sentiments 
of the Peruvians for his Party, and pre- 
vent their Intrigues with the [mperialiſts, 
whereof there were grear Numbers in 
Panama: And juſt when he was 

in Pain how to croſs this new Amour 


of Pizarro's, ſeveral Letters were 


brought him, whereof one was juſt in 


* 
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Y Adprebenſions were but too welt 
3 the Tyrant reſolves to marr 7 
me; be bas even wade me the Propoſ: 
and, 10 inuuce me to accept it, has di 2 
wered to me the whole Secret of bis Pre- 
Yenſions to the Crown of Peru. But 1 
chonld ſooner chooſe to dye than to eſpouſe a 
Rebel, if I did not hope to receive from 


your Friendſbip all the Aſſiſtance neceſſary 
to deliver me out of his Hands. I had ra- 


"ther fee my ſelf ſeparated from him by 
Flight, however hazardous it may prove, 
thin to ſee him ſeparated from me by the 
Hand of the Hangman, who, ſooner or 
later, will puniſh him for his Crime. Give 
"me then,” without Delay, all the Aſſiſtance 
to which you are obliged by Conſanguinity. 


© This Letter was addreſſed to Don Al- 
PpPbonſo de Caſtro at Panama. Carvajal 
Was not a little pleaſed to have in his 
Power wherewith to ruin his Daughter's 
Rival, and Competitor in making her 
Fortune, as well as to have the Ad- 
Vice he had given to Pizarro, only up- 
on Suſpicion, confirmed by ſuch a 
ſtrong Proof. Hereupon he carries him 
this Letter, and, after having made him 
read it, exaggerates Diana 's Ingratitade, 
the Danger to which he was going to 
* Minſelf t in , hows and the 


* 
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Neceſſicy of puniſhing this Perfidy: _ 
In ſhort, he made uſe of all his Addreſs 


to exaſperate him. Pizarro was very 
much in Love; but he had yet more 
Pride; and he was moreoffended by Dia- 
na's Scorn and injurious Expreſſions, 
than by her Averſion: Wherefore he 
did not at all diſſemble his Reſentment 
before Carvajal. Ah ungrateful, cry'd 
he out, can I credit the Evidence my 
Eyes give againſt you! Can I believe 
you ſo perfidious, you whom I thought 
ſo virtuous! Was it not enough to de- 
ſpiſe me, if you thought I deſerved 
your Contempt, without her mez 
and 1 my Deſtruction! 
Was the Paſſion I had for you ſuch an 
Offence to deſerve the Revenge you 
would have taken! But, thou M retch, 
I'll prevent thee. Aſſiſt me, my Friend, 
continued he, addreſſing himſelf to Car- 
vajal, J entruſt you with the Care of 
puniſhing her Crime. I expect from 
your Fidelity that you will do it both 
ſpeed.ly and ſeverely. Upon this Car- 
vajal made Diana's Puniſhment a State- 
Affair; he went immediately to her, 


| ſhewed her the Letter, and, after hav- 


ing vented the moſt cutting Reproaches, 
and the moſt outragious Injuries that 


his invenomed Tongue could utter a- 


lich, that he might keep himſelf the 


dame fair one from hom he could not live 


8 
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Pers her, without 8 [ſejthet 
r. Sex, — vality, or her Merit, he 
had her dragged to the publick _— 
Uk all the R Rigovur and — 
| Tne whole City was move - 
* and they could not hear 
without Aſtoniſhmant, that chat beau -- 
teous Lady, Wwhe, a little before, had 
attracted the Eyes and Love of all the 
Men by her Charms, and the Envy of 
ker Equals by the Fortune that was. pre- 
for her, was condemned to die 
in tw) Days. 

Rut no body was s more afflicted at this 
3 —— than Don Alon 
ne Salazar, a Gentleman of Arragon, 
who lived unknown in Peru under & 
borrawed Name, in a Dreſs by no 
means ſuitable to his Quality, and in 
the Paſt of a common Soldier, beſides 


more concealed, he lived a very retired 
Life, He had long loved Diane, and 
his Paſſion had induced him to quit 
Spain, to follow into ſn remote a Country 


at a diſtance: But he had followed her 
without diſcovering himſelf to her, or 
to any other. For being informed by 

her: that Don Lewis intended to carry 
ar Peru, he expreſſed an _— 
a e 
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Deſire of following her; whereupon 
ſhe repreſented ſo well to him the Con- 
ſequences of ſuch an Enterprize, the 
Prejudice it might do her Reputation, 
and the Suſpicions it * cauſe in her 
Husband, that the Reſpect Don Alonzo 
had for her, and the extreme Deference 
he paid to all her Commands, prevent- 
ed fis contradicting her, but, however, 
his Love would not ſuffer him to leave 
her. Accordingly he reſolved upon go- 
ing the Voyage incognito, to avoid the 
Conſequences whereof Diana was appre- - 
henſive ; and without diſcovering him- 
ſelf to her, for fear of diſpleaſing her. 
But altho' he was not himſelf obſerved, 
he had a tranſient View of her very often. 
To this end he had taken up his Reſidence 
in a Houſe ſituated ſo conveniently tor his 
Deſign, that from a Gallery he could dit- 
cover Diana's Court-yard and Windows 
without being perceived himſclf. *T was 
there he paſſed the beſt Part of his Life, 
and if he could have but one glimpſe 
of her in a whole Day, he never com- 
plained of the Time he had ſpent in 
that Expectation. From thence he was 
a Witneſs of Pizarro's Viſits, wheteof 
he conceived a violent Jealouſy, which 
was increaſed by the Rerort that was 
Jpread abroad publickly of his Addreſ- 
e B ſes, 
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ſes, and of the Hopes Diana had: 
him. An hundred Times did hi. 
ſpair tempt him to go and reproa r 
as he thought ſhe' . deſerved, and a 
often he feared if he ſhould diſcover 
himſelf, that he ſhould himſelf be 
expoſed to the Reproaches which his 
Diſobedience merited. He had with 
him an Indian Slave, whole Name was 
Zirita, and deſcended from the Royal 
Family of the Tncas. This Slave's Fa- 
ther, to avoid the Diviſions of the 
Court, wherein his Birth ingage d 
him, had retired ſome Years into the 
Province of Cuca, upon-the Borders of 
the River of the Amazons, a Place that 
was very agreeable. When Pizarro left 
Peru, to conquer the Provinces ſituated 
on the Sides of this River, this 7zca 
received him very favourably with his. 
Troops, entered into a ſtrict Friend. 
ſhip with him, and as a Pledge thereof, 
gave him his only Daughter Eirita. Pi. 
zarro ſoon forgot this Kindneſs; for he 
gave her to one of his Troopers, who, 
don his Return to Peru, fold her to Don 
n of which the 7:ca her Father 
_  #belap informed, died with Grief.” She 
was young, well _ had a fine | 

- , Face, an agrecable Humour, and a | 
-, Tweet Temper, inſomuch that ſhe Joon | 


* 
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gained her Maſter's Confidence. He had 


converted her from her Idolatry, and on- 
ly waited a favourable: Opportunity to 


have her ſolemnly baptiz'd by the Arch- 


biſhop of Civdad Real, He had even 
taken pleaſure in his Retirement in learn- 


.ing the Peruvian Language of her, and. 
in teaching her that of Spain, and the 


Cuſtoms of his Nation. In ſhort, he 
had form'd her ſo well ro the Spariſp 
Manners, that one might have taken 
her for a Native of Caſfille, If her 
Genius was very ſuſceptible of her 
Maſter's Iuſtructi ns, her Heart was 
no leſs ſenſible .of his Merit. Love 


found a Place in this Peruvian's Heart, 


where he had not been long, before Don 


Alonz», who was infected with the ſame 
Diſtemper, tho* for another Object, 
erceived it. This Paſſion, which he 
ad caus'd in the Heart of one who 


might truly be call'd a Barbarian, was 


agreeable to him, and he was pleas'd 
with his having been able to inſpire 
the Soul of a Savage with tenderneſs, 
But Zirita deſpair'd of touching his 
Heart, when her Love, which cauſed her 
very narrowly to watch all Dn Alonzo's 
Actions, had made her diſcover his 


Paſſion for Diana, and much more 
when ſhe had been inform'd by him- ; 
— ſelf | 
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Telf all that his Paſſion had prompted him 
to do for her; beſides, after having made 
her this Recital, being willing to de- 
| = her of all Hopes of being loved 
y him, he finiſh*'d his Diſcourſ> thus. 
You may judge, Zirita, by what I have 
juſt told you, that this beauteous Lady 
tas gain'd ſuch an abſolute Empire 
"over my Heart, that all the Beauties 
upon Earth join'd together would never 
be able to Diſpute the leaſt part of it 
with her. Theſe laſt Words had al- 
moſt made her dye with Grief and Jea- 
louſy; ſhe made a Thouſand fatal 
' Reſolutions againſt her Rival, and her 
ſelf, but at laſt her Reaſon gain'd the 
better. She conſidered the Injuſtice 
of her Pretenſions, which made her. 
- covet what was already poſſeſs'd by 
another. She reflected upon Diana's 
Perfections, and ſeeing how vain it 
would be to attempt to deprive her 
of a Heart, which had kept faithful 
to ker for ſo long a Time, and a- 
midſt ſo many Tryals; reſolv'd to 
ſeck only in her own Breaſt for the 
Remedy whereof ſhe ſtood in need, 
to ſacrifice her own Love to Don 
Alonzo's, and ſhew him, by her own 
Example, that the Souls of thoſe whom 
„ he calld Barbarians were capable of 
FOR reliſting, 
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teſiſting, and conquering the moſt 
violent Paſſions. She only waited now 
for an Opportunity to declare her Senti- 
ments to her Maſter, and the Pleaſure 
he took in converſing often with her, 
ſoon gave her that Opportunity: One 
Day when he was reading to her ſome. 
Romances, which he had compos'd for 
Diana, he happen'd upon one which 
treated of Love, and of his being hood- 
winked. My Lord, ſaid ſhe to him, I 
have often heard you ſay, that the Poets 
of your Country' repreſent the God 
of Love with his Eyes hoodwinked, 
but I never yet heard you tell the Rea- 
ſon, neither can I comprehend it; for 
methinks that ſince one mult have ſeen 
the Perſon one loves to love him per- 
fectly, Love muſt neceſſarily have 
Eyes, and muſt likewiſe make uſe of 
them, Love has certainly Eyes, re- 
plyed Don Alonzo, and he uſes them, 
but 'tis only ro? a Veil, which covers 
them, and makes him ſee things quite 
otherwiſe than they really are; ſor its 
Property is to leſſen all Obſtacles that 

are to be ſurmounted ; to magnify the 
Pleaſures one hopes for ; to make one 
find a Thouſand Reaſons to hate a 
Rival; to conceal all Defects in the Per- 
ton one loves, to let one ſee only their 
G 2 Perfections, 
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Perfections, and even to make us diſ- 
cover thoſe that are not in them. For 
this Reaſon Lovers never ſee any thing 
more accompliſhed than what they 
love. How then, reſumed Zirita, can 
you be ſo well aſſured of Diana's Merit, 
ſince you only ſee her thro' the Miſt, 
which the Love you have for her caſts 
before your Eyes? I might be deceived, 
_Zirita, returned he, if 1 only founded 
my Judgment of her upon the Evi- 
dence of my Eyes, and of my Love; 
but I likewiſe found it upon her Re- 
Putation, and the Eſteem ſhe has ac- 
quired both in Spain, and this Country; 
and this Eſteem correſponds perfectly 
'with my Opinion of her, Reputation, 
is often fallacious, replied the Slave, 
and to judge well of what one loves, 
one mult not judge by another's Eyes, 
but one's own; and to judge hy one's 
wn, one muſt pull off the Veil you 
mention. A general Eſteem, anſwered 
the Spaniard, which is not changed by 
Time, can rarely deceive one; But the 
Veil deceives thoſe who wear it ſo ef 
fectually, that *tis very ſeldom any one 
is ſenſible he wears it, and much more 
ſeldom that the Perſon who does per- 
ceive it can pluck it off. That how- 
ever is what I have done for you, faid 
Zirita, 
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Zirita ; for, in fine, my Lord, why ſhould 
{: conceal it from you, I have dared to 
love you, and the Veil with which Love 
covered my Eyes, when I lifted them 


up towards you, made me think it 


ſible for a miſerable Slave to be 
Goh by her ' Maſter, and that it was 
not impoſſible for you to deprive Diana 
of your- Heart, to give it to me. I 
thought I ſaw a thouſand Imperfections 
in that Lady, and believed my ſelf not 
leſs worthy than her, of poſſeſſing you: 
But at laſt J have pulled off this Veil, 
wherewith I was blinded, and have 


diſcovered my Errour. I have found 


that Diana alone deſerves Don Alonzo, 
and Don Alonzo alone is worthy of 
Diana; T have given up all my Preten- 
ſions to that Lady; and I now only 
think of advancing your Intereſt, and 
of ſerving you therein, according to 
my Duty, and, added ſhe with a deep 


Sigh, contrary to my Inclination, I 


ſhall be well enough ſatisſied, if, in re- 
turn for the Sacrifice I make you of 
my Love, you will give me a greater 
Share in your Friendſhip. *Tis your 
Part then, my Lord, to think whereia 
I can be ſerviceable to you by being 
near Diana, Don Alonzo, admiring the 
Reſolution and Courage of this young 


—ͤ—— ' — — 
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Maiden, faid to her, Generous Zirita, 
I gave you my Eſtcem the firſt Day 
J knew you, and your being a dlave 
would not have prevented my giving 
you my Heart, had I been Maſter of 
it my ſelf, I was glad that Fortune 
which has hitherto uſed you ill, had 
delivered you into my Hands, that 
I might repair the Injuſtice ſhe had done 
you, in plunging you into a Condition 


fo different from that wherein you was 
born. If I have hitherto deferred re- 
ſtoring you to your Liberty, it was 
only to the end that the Preſent I deſign 


to make you thereof, may be the more 


agreeable, by making you at the ſame 
Time Miſtreſs of the Inheritance left 
you by the Zuca, your Father; beſides, 

erhaps I have conſidered my own 
3 a little in detaining you; 
for I own that my Solitude would be 
very diſagreeable to me, if you were 
not to help me ſupport its Tediouſ- 
neſs. However I receive the Offer you 
make me of your good Offices with 
Diana: You may do me ſeveral 
that will be both uſeful and agreeable. 
I have already told you the Reaſons 
which have prevented my diſcovering my 
ſelf to her; I can not give her the Aſ- 
ſtance and Advice, whereof ſhe ſtands 

| in 
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in need in her preſent Condition, and 

have no body but you by whom I can 
convey them to her; herein you will 
be a very proper Perſon to ſerve me. 
You are known by very few in this 
City, by your having almoſt always 


| lived very retired with me; you mult 


get your felf preſented to her as a Ser- 
vant; you ſhall pretend to be come 
from the City of Cuſco; and that you 
have there ſerved ſome Spaniſh Ladies, 
and learn'd, our Language, and our 
Manners, Diana no doubt will re- 
ceive you with Joy, and will be glad 
to have you to aſſiſt and comfort 
her in the Solitude wherein J ſee ſhe 
is at preſent, Then I ſhall be able to 
give her part of the Aſſiſtance that is 
neceſſary, , and ſhall be informed by 
ou whether ſhe has ſtill any Remem- 
rance of me, and of the Fidelity J 
ee her. See what a Confidence 
place in you, I intruſt you with the 
Care of my Life, in intruſting you with 


that of my Love. Zirita had given her 


dear Maſter yet greater Teſtimonies. 
of her Zeal ; wherefore ſhe promiſed 
to execute his Orders, and in that, con- 
tinued ſhe, I deferve ſome Favour 
at your Hands, I don't aſk that which 
you offer me in reſtoring my Liberty, 


but 
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but I aſk, on the contrary, that you 
never would reſtore it, but allow me to 
pals my Life with you. The Spaniard 
being mov'd with theſe Words, could 
not forbear imbracing her, and grant- 
ing her Demand; and the Slave being 
yet more mov*d with his Careſſes, could 
not refrain Tears. | 
In the mean while they thought 
on executing their Reſolution, and the 
next Day but one, Ziriia having got 
herſelf conducted to Diana? and offered 
her her, Service, was agreeably received. 
Diana ſoon found out the merit of this 
Maid, accordingly ſhe loved her as 
ſoon as ſhe found it out, and concealed 
nothing from her, aſſoon as ſhe began 
to love her. She told her of Pizarro's Af- 
fection, and did not diſown the Paſſion; 
wherewith ſhe was prepoſſeſſed for Don 
- Alonzo; but ſhe confeſſed at the ſame 
Time that this Paſſion was intermixed 
with abundance of 0 N that ſhe 
had great Reaſons to ſuſpect her Lover's 
Conſtancy; and that if her Suſpicions 
proved well grounded, ſhe would quit 
the World, and end her Days in a Con- 
veſt. Zirita, in ſpite of her Reſolu- 
tlons, had always ſecretly hop'd that 
Time. and Abſence would have eraſed 
Dan Alonzo out of Diana's Mind. She 
MI was 
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was grieved that ſhe had deceiv'd her- 
ſelf therein, and ſoon after ſhe was vex'd 
at herſelf for grieving ;z and continuing 
to get the better of her Love, {he con- 
firm'd Diana in her Inclination, by giv- 
ing her Hopes of meeting Don Alonzo 
again one Day the ſame as the had left 
him: She added, that it was not to be 
imagined that a Man of ſo much Vir- 
tue as ſhe, Diana, had repreſented him 
to her, ſhould be capable of Falſhood. 
This was juſt ſaying to Diana the very 
thing to make herfelf beloved by her: 
From that Day ſhe concealed nothing 
from Zirita, neither did Zirita hide any 
Thing from Don Alonzo that Diana ſaid 
to her. By this means the amorous 
Spaniard heard of his Miſtreſs's Con- 
ſtancy with incredible Tranſports, and 
without this Relief, his Jealouſy of Pi- 
⁊arro's Courtſhip would certainly have 


kill'd him. He was in a great Uncer-- 
tainty whether he ſhould not diſcover - 


- +himſelf to her; but remembring what *- 
great Fear ſhe had expreſſed, on her 
Aeaving- Spain, that her Reputation 
would ſuffer, if ſhe allowed him to 
Follow her to Peru, he durſt not expoſe 
himſelf to the Reproaches he apprehend- 
ed. Things were in this poſture when 
Carvajal ſurprized the Letter the wrote 
6 | tor 
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to her Couſin Alohzo de Caſtro, and con- 
demned her to Death. | | 
Had Don Alonzo not been informed, 
by the publick Confuſion, of the extre - 
mity to which Diana was reduced, his 


faichfull-Zirita would not have let him 


been long ignorant thereof, She ran 


to carry him this melancholy News, 


which put him into the greateſt Trou- 
ble that a Man infinitely amorous, 
who is ready to loſe all he loves, and 


Joſe her in the moſt afflicting manner 
in the World, could be capable of feel- 


ing, He cry'd, he tore his Hair, he 
was a perfect Deſperado, and would. have 
continued longer in theſe Tranſports, 
if Zirita had. not repreſented to him 


how uſeleſs they were in the preſent 


Juncture; adding, that the Buſineſs 


Now was to act, and that with Expedition 
and Vigour, Notwithſtanding: this Re- 


monſtrance, Don Alonzo was ſo little him- 


elf, that all he could do was to hearken 
to the Advice and Expedients which 


Zirita propoſed to him, without being 


able to apply himſelf to the thinking of 


any. The firſt that came into the Slave's 
mind was to go to her Miſtreſs in the 
Priſon, and change Cloaths with her, 
altho* the leaſt ſhe could expect was 
2 figorous Death from Caravjals cru- 
Q$ | ; eli, 
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elty, for her ſaying in Diana's place, 
and procuring her Eſcape. But the 
exactneſs wherewith they knew the Gates 
were guarded, depriv'd them of all Hopes 
of ſucceeding in this Deſign. Zirita.was 
not diſheartened for all this, but after | 
having ſtudied a long while, Courage, 4 
my Lord, cryd ſhe out on a: ſudden, | 
Courage, the Victory is ours; I will 
not only reſtore Diana this Night to 
Liberty and Life, but in a little Time- 
I will reſtore her to Don Alonzo. Set. 
out aſſoon as poſſible, my Lord, and 
make the beſt of your Way to the 
Province of Cuca: the Indian whom 
I have given you, and who was one of” 
my Father's Vaſſals, will conduct you 
.to the Houſe he has left me, where- 
you will be both well received, and 
obey*d ; he knows the Roads. In the 
mean while I have contrived an in- 
fallible Way to ſet Diana at Liberty. 
I am going to ſet about it, prepare 
all Things for our Reception.: If you 
have ſtill any Scruple about appearing 
before her, diſguiſe your ſelf in an II- 
dian Habit, pretend to be my Brother, 
and conceal your ſelf from your Mi- 
ſtreſs under the Name and Dreſs of an 
Zuca. This diſcourſe filled Don Alonzo 
| with extaſy; he thanked the r 
Ss Slave: 
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Slavea Thouſand Times, and having 
1 all Things for his Departure, 
left Ciudad Real about the duſk of 
Evening, and took the Road to Cuca, 
accompanied only by one Indian. Zi- 
rita for her part alſo provided two 
Indians, of whoſe Fidelity and Courage 
ſhe was well aſſured; they knew her 
Extraction, and honoured her as they 
ought ; for tis the Cuſtom of thoſe 
People to pay abundance of ReſpeR and - 
Obedience to all that are related to the 
Family of their Kings. She next pre- 
pared all Things neceſſary, gave her 
Orders to the two Indians, and went to 
the Priſon to ſee Diana. Twas with 
great difficulty ſhe could obtain Per- 
miſſion to be admitted; but at laſt, Know- 
ing ſhe belonged to Diana, they gave 
her lea e. She found her alone in a great 
Compoſedneſs of mind, and very firm- 
Pl reſolved upon Death.  Aſſoon as 

- ſhe ſaw Zirita, you come without doubt, 
my Dear, to comfort me, ſaid ſhe, be- 
| cauſe you believe me afflicted; but 
know that Death is not an Evil which 
© ought to grieveſuch a miſerableWretch 
as I am. I have loſt thoſe Comforts 
which alone could render my Life 
agreeable; and if Heaven had pre- 
ſerved it longer, the Tyrant's Love, _ 
3712 e 
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the fatal Marriage, which was inevitable, 
would have made it infinitely hateful to 
me, wherefore, ſince I could not live 
happy, I dye contented. 

lou have more to comfort you than 
you think for, Madam, reply'd the Indian, 
Since I am come to deliver you from 
the Captivity to which the Injuſtice of 
your Enemies has reduced you; wait 
only a few Hours, and you ſhall ſee 
the Effet of my Words. Diana was 
acquainted both with Zirita's Wit and 
Courage, and did not doubt of her 
Deliverance, ſince ſhe aſſured her of it. 
About Mid-Night the Indians appeared 
in a Garden into which the Priſon 
Windows. look*d ; Zirita threw them a 
Rope, to which they faſtened ſome 
Files, which done the Rope was drawn 
up, and the Bars filed aſunder quickly 
and without Noiſe. Then firſt Diana, 
and afterwards Zirita flid down the 
Rope, and were received by the 
Indians; after which all four got out 
of the City, thro* ſome decay'd Places 
in the Ramparts, having firſt diſg1iſed 
Diana like an Indian. They turned aſide 
from the high Roads, for fear of being 
known, and ſeiz'd; for thzy did not 
doubt but ſeveral were ſent in Purſuit of 
them to ſtop them, Carvajal indeed did 
g not 


not fail ſo to do; but whether he was 
contentefl with ſeeing his Maſter's Paſ- 
ſion A and to be no longer 
in fear of ſeeing it kindled again by 
Diana's Preſence; or whether he was 
ee that if ſhe was retaken, 
Pizarro, being touch'd with Compaſſion, 
ſhould grant her Pardon, and perhaps 
_ oblige Didna to ſome Acknowledg- 
ment, he caus'd her to be purſued but 
negligently, and ſatisfied himſelf with 
making himſelf Maſter of the great 
Poſſeſſions which her Husband had left 
her by his Death. She gained then the 
Cordelier Mountains without Reſiſtance, 
whoſe Ruggedneſs ſecured her from 
all danger of being diſcovered, and 
even of being purſued, But the un- 
evenneſs of theſe difficult Places, and 
her Tenderneſs, made her ſuffer in- 
credible Torments before they arriv'd 
at the. Place of their Retreat. The 
Faithful Zirita was of great ſervice to 
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her in theſe her Travels; ſhe furniſh'( 


her with Victuals, which was procured 
by the two Iudians the Companions of 
their Fortune, ſhe gathered Leaves for 
her to lye upon, and left nothing unſaid 
that might comfort her. Above all, 
ſhe prepared her to receive all manner of 
good Uſage from the Zuca her ater, 
| | ata, who. 
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5 who, ſhe ſaid, had learn'd the Spaniſh, 
E Language and Manners in the Golden 
r Caſtille, where he had been ſeveral. 
7 Times, and ſtaid a conſiderable while, 
a adding, that ſhe had given him Advice 
5 of their near Arrival. Theſe four Fu- 
2 itives at laſt reach'd the Frontiers of 
* Cura, and were already rejoicing at the 


Succeſs of their Flight, when, com- 

t ing from between two Mountains to- 
enter into a Plain, they found them 
ſelves ſurrounded hy fifty Spani/h Troop- 
ers, Who inſtantly bound them, and, 
mounting them behind them, con- 
ducted them towards Quito. The Go- 
vernour of this Place had been inform- 

ed by Letters written from Ciudad Real. 

of Diana's Flight, and the Purſuit Car- 

vajal had caus'd to be made after her, 


QT fo OO En 


— as alſo that they had heard from ſome 
d Indians who had met her, that ſhe was 
_ accompanied by a young Woman and 
* two Men of the ſame Nation, that ſhe- 
> was retired into the Mountains, and- 


d directed her Courſe towards the North. 
f Upon this he immediately diſpatched 
ol theſe Troops that way in Search of 
d them to ſeize them, altho' he had re- 
ceived no Orders to that effect. They 
f took the Road to Cuca, and fell upon 
i their deſired Prey. They had a 
ah ett 
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left the Plains, and were entered into 
the Mountains adjacent to Quito, when 
thirty Indians, arm'd with Bows and 
Slings, met them in a Defile, and of- 
fered them Battle. The Captain who 
commanded them, was arm'd with a 
Sword and Javelin, and advanced at 
the Head 'of his Men with. a great 
deal of Fierceneſs, The Spaniards,.to- 
defend themſelves with the more Ei- 
berty, left their Priſoners under the guard 
'6f ſome Indians who had followed them, 
after which they march'd on towards 
their Enemies, and charged them. They 
were received and ſaluted with a Shower 


df Arrows and Flints. The Narrowneſs 


of the Place hindering them from mak- 

ing any Uſe of their Horſes and Lances, 
they diſmounted, and fell upon the E- 
nemy Sword in Hand. The Indian 
Commander performed wonders with 
his Sword, and having begun the De- 
frat of the Spaniards by the Death of 
their Captain, he compleated it by 
ordering ſome of his Men to go round 

the Mountain, and charge them in the 
Rear. Twelve Spaniards were kill'd 
upon the Spot, ſeveral were taken, moſt 
of them wounded, and the reſt put to 

Flight. The Indian Chief ſent back 


thoſe he had taken, but kept their 
Arms 
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Arms, and the Horſes of thoſe who 
were killed, Being returned to Qyito 
they gave an account of their Adventure 
to the Governour, who informed 
Carvajal, and was by him order'd not 
to make any Complaint thereof, and 
ceaſe all farther Purſuit. The Indian 
Captain, after his Victory, without 
thinking of having a deep Wound 
dreſs'd, which he had received in his 
Thigh at the beginning of the Onſet, 
went to unbind the Priſoners, who had 
already been abandon'd by their Guards. 
They had been Spectators of the Com- 
bat from the Top of a Rock, and had 


admir'd the Valour of the brave Idian 


without knowing him; but when he 
* them, neither the odd Co- 
lours wherewith he had caus'd himſelf 
to be painted, nor the Feathers where- 
with he had adorned himſelf, after the 
Mode of the Nobles of that Country, 
prevented Zirita from knowing him 
for Don Alonzo ; and to give a ben 
ning to the innocent Fraud they had 


deſigned to impoſe on Diana, Ah! 


cryd ſhe, 'tis the Inca my Brother, at 
the ſame Time having quite unloos'd 
her ſelf, ſhe ran to embrace him. He 
received her with as many Careſſes, as 
if he had really been the Perſon he 
| repreſented. 


1 


| h 


44 De HTS TOR x of. 


repreſented. In the mean while Diana 
had approached him, to return him 
thanks for the important Service he 
had juſt rendered her. Upon which: 
the falſe Nuca ſeeing himſelf ſo near 
her, whoſe being ſeparated from him 
had cauſed him to ſuffer ſo much Pain, 
was mov'd, and this Emotion, together 


with the loſs of his Blood, which ſtill. 


flow'd in great Abundance, made him 
ſwoon away in Zirita's Arms. Zirita 


thought him Dead, and was ready to 
dye her ſelf for Grief, and as for 


Diana ſhe afflicted her ſelf, without 
knowing how much Reaſon ſhe had ſo 
to do; however at laſt he recovered 
from his Swoon, The Indians examin'd 
his Wound,  ſtopt the Blood, and hav- 
ing laid ſome Herbs upon the Orifice, 


enabled him to bear being mounted. 


upon a Horſe; Diana, Zirita, and the 
Heads of the Troop who had accom- 
panied Don Alonzo, made uſe of the 
other Horſes, and the reſt of the Indians 
marching on Foot, ſolemniz'd the Re- 
turn of their Miſtreſs by their Songs and 
Dances, and made a fort of a Tri- 
umph, after their Mode, for the Victory 
they had juſt gain'd. Diaua rode be- 
fore ſome Paces, to leave the Juca at 
Liberty to entertain his Siſter with; 

Que 
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out Conſtraint; whereupon he made 
uſe of this Opportunity to inform her 
in what manner he ayrived at her de- 
lightful Seat, — been received 
there through the Care of the Indian 
ſhe had given him, and the Orders ſhe 
had ſent by him. He likewiſe ac- 
quainted her of the Precaution he had 
taken to be treated before Diana as 
the Juca, and her Brother, by all the 
Indians her Subjects; and, in fine, he ad- 
ded, that, after having diſpoſed all 
Things well for their Enterprize, his 
Diſquiet and Love would not ſuffer him 
to wait Diana's Arrival at that Place ; 
that he had therefore gathered together 
thoſe Indians whom ſhe ſaw, and had 
brought them to meet her, either to 
aſſiſt her in caſe of need, or to honour 
her Arrival ; that having approached 
the Mountains, he had e 
Spaniſh Troopers, whom he had juſt 
fought, at a Diſtance ; that apprehend- 
ing they were in Queſt of Diana, he 
had followed them without being per- 
ceived by them; that he was a Witneſs 
after what manner - ſhe fell into their 
Hands; that he would have charged 
them that Inſtant, to have made them 
quit their hold, if he had not judged 
it more proper to wait them at the 


Paſs 


OY 
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Pafs in the Mountains, to deprive them 
of the Advantage of their Horſes: And 
at laſt he concluded with aſſuring her 
of his eternal Gratitude and Affection, 
for the important and uſeful Aſſiſtance 
the had rendered him. Theſe Words 
reviv'd Zirita's Hopes; but they were 
daſh'd again, when he added, and yet 
much more for that you have render'd 
Diana. He ſpoke to her afterwards of 
the Trouble he felt on approaching that 
Lady ; of his Apprehenſion leſt ſhe 
ſhould diſcover his Deceit, and of the 
continual ws — he made himſelf 
for ſo many Diſguiſes, and ſuch an in- 
ſincere Proceeding : But Zirita reaſſur'd 
him againſt theſe — After ſome 
Days March, which by the Help of 
the Indians who follow'd them, the 
Horſes they rode on, and the Plains 
they croſs'd, they found t lerably eaſy, 
they arriv*d in Zirita's Territories. The 
-N1ca on his Arrival, found himſelf more 
indiſpos'd than ordinary, with his Wound, 
which had not been well dreſs'd at 
firſt, and had been inflam'd by the Fa- 
tigue of riding; whereupon he took 
his Bed with a violent Fever. Zirita 
ſtill aſſiſted him like a +lave, and Dia- 
na like a Perſon who ow'd him her Life 
and Liberty, and who had already re- 
WED mark d 
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mark'd in his Actions, and the Tone 
of his Voice, ſome Reſemblance of 
the Man ſhe had ſo much lov'd, and 
whoſe Remembrance was ſtill ſo dear 
to her. He was not yet well us'd to 
his Diſguiſe, and being afraid of bei 
betray'd by his own Speech, he ha 
ſcarcely dar'd entertain Diana ſince their 
Interview, which ſhe imputed to his ſa- 
vage Temper. But Zirita reproach'd him 
continually for a Weakneſs and Timo- 
rouſneſs, whereof ſhe nevertheleſs dread- 
ed to ſee the End. The Condition to 
which his Illneſs reduc'd him was favou- 
rable to him; Diana came at all times 
to ſee him, without his being able to a- 


void it; ſhe ſpoke to him when the In- 


tervals of his Fever would permit, and 
he was oblig'd to anſwer. But the very 
ſecond Day, the ſecret Inclination 
which united their Hearts, inur'd them 


to one another; he ſaw her with Plea- 


ſure, whom a little before he could not 
behold without Fear; and Diana attribut- 
ed to her own Gratitude, a certain De- 
fire ſhe had of viſiting him, which on- 
ly proceeded from her Love. The 


more ſhe ſaw him, the more ſhe thought 
ſhe beheld in him her dear Don Alonzo, ' 


whoſe Abſence began to ſeem leſs in- 
ſupportable to her than before; but 5 


— . 
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much as the Pains of theſe two Lovers 
Abated, ſo much Zirita's increas'd. She 
thought the Yuca's Scruples and Fears 
were vaniſh'd too ſoon, and ſhe was a- 
raid that her Care had contributed leſs 
to the Recovery of his Health, which 
advanced; than the Converſation of 
Diana, whoſe Aſſiduity with Alonzo was 
very diſpleaſing to her. Finding her 
one Day extraordinary gay, ſhe could 
not help aſking her the Reaſon. You 
ſee me deliver'd from Pizarro's Impor- 
tunity, reply'd Diana, and from Car- 
vajal's Perſecution 3 I am with Perſons 
1 love, and by whom I am beloy'd, 
and do you aſk me the Cauſe of my 
Gayety ? I can't attribute this Effect, 
anfwer'd Zirita, either to my Friend- 
ſhip or my Preſence, fince neither the 
one nor the other were able to keep 
you from a profound Melancholy, 
wherein J have ſo often ſeen you 
bury'd, ſince I had the Honour to be 
near you: Therefore, Madam, my 
Brother muſt be the only one who can 
have a Right to any Share in theſe 
Words. Diana was ſurprized at this 
Repartee, and betray*d her Surprize by 
her Bluſhes; nevertheleſs, as ſhe re- 
pos'd a great Confidence in Zirita, ſhe 
never thought of hiding her os 
Reue from 
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from her, but ſpoke to her thus : I have 
already diſcover'd to you, dear Zirita, 
all that is moſt dear and precious to my 
Soul; why then ſhould I now conceal 
from you what I feel? I have lov'd 
Don Alonzo, you know it ; I would e- 
ven own to. you that I ſtill love him, 
if it were not ſome Shame to love an In- 
grate, who could ſee me depart wich- 
out having the Courage either to follow 
me, or die: I have done my utmoſt to 
baniſh him both from my Heart and 
my Memory; but in ſpite of all my 
Efforts, I find I cannot forget him, and 
that I even love all that has any Rela- 
tion to him. And I own I have found 
in your Brother, if I may dare ſay it to 
you, his very Image, or rather his very 
ſelf. He has his Features, he has his 
Shape, and he has his Voice; but I 
with for his own Advantage, added ſhe 
Gghing, that he mayn't have his Heart, 
Her Eyes, at theſe Words, guſh'd out 
with Tears, and the unfortunate Zirita, 
being griev'd that they were ſhed with- 
out Cauſe, could not refrain hers, Thus 
ſhe labour'd to render theſe Lovers hap- 
py, with more Succeſs than her Heart 
could have wiſh'd. But if her Heart 


condemn'd her Conduct; her Reaſon 


condemn'd her _— and diſown'd all 
CA | its 
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its Motions. Without deigning then to 


reflect on the deſperate State of her own 


Love,ſhe only thought on the happy State 


'of her Enterprize, and every Day con- 


firm'd herſelf in the Reſolution to bring 


it to a happy Iſſue. The Buca found 


himſelf cur'd of his Fever; Diana“ 
Eyes were his Phyſicians, and all that 
troubled; him of his Wound, was a 
great Weakneſs in his Thigh, Which 
would have prevented his going abroad, 
if he could have refolved to ſtir from a 
Place which was the Seat of all his Hap- 


pineſs. He had been inform'd by Zi. 


rita, that Diana lov'd him without be- 
lieving him any other than the Zuca, 
and he was very glad that the Za was 
obliged to Don Alonzo for this Affection: 
However, he wiſh'd to know ker Senti- 
ments from her own Mouth, for he 
had always been afraid that Zirita would 
feed him with vain Hopes. One Day 
when Diana was alone by him, and was 
eager in doing him ſome little Services, 
which he ufually receiv'd from Zirita, 
during his Indiſpoſition; Madam, ſaid 
he, if I ſuffer'd your taking all this 
Pains for me willingly, and without 
bluſhing, I ſhould well deſerve the 


Name of Barbarian, which thoſt of 


your Nation give to thoſe of „ 
4.5" — n 
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And as for me, reply*d Diana, I ſhould 
be more ſo than any one, if I did not 
contribute by my Care towards your 
Relief, in an Ilmeſs which you had not 
ſuffer'd, but by expoſing your Life to 
preſerve mine; and if I refus'd my Ser- 
vices to the Brother of a Perſon who has 
rendered me ſuch ſignal Service, in 
breaking my Chains, and delivcring me 
from the Hands of the Hangman. My 


| Siſter, reply'd the Nuca, did nothing but 


1 


what ſhe ought to have done, having che 
Honour of being your Slave; for you 
know, Madam, that thoſe of our Na- 


tion, who have the Misfortune to fall 
into Slavery, think they could never 


waſh away the Shame of this Condi- 
tion, but by an inviolable Fidelity to 
their Maſter. As for me, altho* my 
Siſter had given me notice of your Ar- 
rival, and your Merit was known to me 
before I oppos'd the Violence ſaw. you 
ſuffer, nevertheleſs the Idea I had con- 
ceiv'd of you, however great it was, 
falls ſo far ſhort of that wherewith your 
Preſence inſpires me, that this little 
Service, which I have had the Happi- 
neſs to render you, ſeems to me a Tri— 
fle in compariſon of what you deſerve, 
and what I would do for you. Diana, 
nqt expecting ſuch a gallant Anſwer 
3 C 2 from 
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from a Savage, ſaid to im ſmiling, my 
Lord, you had already ſhown me, that 
Civility and Generofityfare no Strangers 
amongſt you; but I Fonfeſs I am ſur- 
N to find you have Gallantry alſo. 
Neither will you doubt, reply'd Diana, 
when you know me, but that I am ſen- 
WH, © ſible of your Eſteem, and very grate- 
ful for all the Obligations you have 
© Conferred on me. That ſhall be when 
you pleaſe, ſaid the Luca, and never ſo 
ſoon as I deſire ; Iam already acquaint- 
ed with your Virtue, and one need not 
He long near you to obſerve that you 
have great and fine Qualities ; my Siſ- 
ter has even informed me of part of 
your Hiſtory ; but what ſhe has told 
me, has only ſerv'd to increaſe my Cu- 
rioſity, and make me deſire to hear it 
from your ſelf: Don't refuſe me then 
this Pleaſure, Madam; you will not 
find me leſs ſenſibly affected with your 
Adventures, than if I had as much In- 
tereſt therein as your ſelf. I muſt ſatiſ- 
fy you, my Lord, faid Diana, even at 
the hazard of making you repent of 
your Curioſity, by a Recital which will 
erhaps be tedious to you ; but if my 

' Diſcourſe ſhould diſpleaſe you, at leaſt 
my Complaiſance will not, Then Dias 
making 
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making a litt Stop, began in this 
manner: 

Tis uſually 7 id that Marriages are 
ordained in Hepven, and that they 
are accompliſhedJupon Earth. I long 
laughed at this gProverb, not being 
able to think thyt the Union of ſo 
many Perſons of ſuch different Ages, 
Humours, and Tempers, as we often 
ſee, married together, could be made by 
the Order of Heaven, or be any other 
Thing than the whimſical' Effect of 
Chance. But. when I have well con- 
ſidered in what manner- one often ſees 
Perſons as different as thoſe I have 
juſt repreſented, and having moreover 
but little inclination for Marriage, and 
even an Averſion for each other, con- 
ſent at laſt to enter into theſe Bonds, 
and be joined together by a Knot 
which cannot be diſſolved but by Death, 
I have been forced to confeſs that there 
is no doubt ſome ſuperiour Power 
which regulates the Condition of our 
Lives, and ſubjects our Wills to cer- 
tain Orders, whoſe Cauſes are un- 
known to us. The Marriage of my 
Father and Mother is an Example 
which is not to be conteſted ;, never 
two Perſons of ſuch different Tem- - 


pers were united together, My Father, 
C. 3 Who 
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(who was defcended of the antient Fa- 
mily of the Yacas de Caſtro, which is 
ſo illuſtrious in the Kingdom of Leon) 
altho' a Perſon of an ill ſhaped Body, 
an auſtere ſour Temper, and a parti- 
cular and unſociable Humour, mar- 
ried my Mother ond of the moſt ac- 
compliſhed Perſons in Spain. She was 
deſcended from the Marquiſſes de Fuen- 
tes, of incomparable Beauty, her Wit 


equal to her Beauty, both of which 


were ſurpaſſed by her Virtue. She would 
certainly have made the Fortune of the 
moſt deſerving Man in the World, and 
Nevertheleſs ſhe was deſtined by her Pa- 
rents for a Husband, who A. berg Diſ- 
pute was not worthy of her. Her Vir- 
tue would not permit her to hearken 
to her own Will; ſhe ſubmitted entire- 
ly to the Will of thoſe on whom ſhe 
depended, and reſigned herſelf up to 
my Father, if not without Repugnance, 
at leaſt without diſcovering it- to any 
one. I was one of the firit Fruits of 
this Marriage, and was educated with 
Care, which Care was not unſerviceable 
to me, for I gave Hopes of great 
Things, and I have been told ſince, 
perhaps to flatter me, that I even more 
than anſwered their Hopes ; I have alſo 
been informed, that I had a great Re- 
| 1 8 ſemblance 
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ſemblance of my Mother, and *twas, as 
I believe, this Likeneſs which made her 
tenderly love me. I ſhould have re- 
ceived 'a. great” advantage from this 
Education, if Death had not deprived 
me of her in the midſt of her Age, to 
which perhaps the Diſguſts ſhe met with 
in her Marriage contributed not a little. 
I: was then about Sixteen; upon which 
my Father placed me in an Abbey at 
Saragoſſa, where I had not been long 
before Don Lewis de Ribera began to 
court me. He was rich, and did not 
want for Quality, which was enough to 
content my Father, who gave him leave: 
to ar me, and commanded me to: 
receive him as a Man, whom he de- 
ſigned for my Husband. I received. 
his Viſit, and if at firſt I did not think. 
him well made, I did not however ob- 
ſerve any great Defects in him; where- 
fore I conſented without trouble to my 
Father's Will. I had a Friend who was 
older than me, and whom Experi- 
enee had rendered much more cunning ; 
ſhe was weary of being a Maid, 
homely, and apprehenſive of growing 
Old without finding an Admirer; in- 
ſomuch that ſhe — uſe of all her 
Cunning to ſupply the Defect of Beauty, 


and engage one. Aſſoon as ſhe was 


C4 inform 
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informed of Don Lewis's Courtſhip, ſhe 


thought he would be a fitter Match for 
her than for me, and accordingly laid 


Deſign to deprive me of him. To this 


a 
End, under the Pretence of the Friend- 
ſhip that was between us, ſhe informed 


me of all the Faults whereof the World 


accuſed him. She repreſented him as a 


Man who was proud, imperious, cove- 
tous, jealous, without Senſe, and with- 
out Merit. In ſhort, ſhe ſo well exag- 
gerated all his bad Qualities, that I was 


. perſuaded it would be a great Misfor- 
tune to me to fall: into the Arms of 
ſuch a: Husband. However, I was re- 


ſolved to. be informed by other means: 
of the Truth of this Report ; but all. 
T employed in making this Inquiry con- 


firmed what my Friend had informed 


me. I reſolved then to do my utmoſt 
to prevent the Concluſion. of what was. 


begun, and could think of no better 
Method for that Purpoſe than to pre- 


tend a Call to be a Nun: Accordingly, 
I told it to the Abbeſs, who being very 


quick-ſighted, ſoon perceived that all 


my Call conſiſted in my Averſion to 


Don Lewis. However, ſhe did not diſ. 
courage me, but on the contrary pre- 
\ tending to believe me, anſwered that 
*twas the uſual Way to have my Voca- 


tion 
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tion examined; and that in the mean 
while, I ſhould diſpoſe my ſelf to ſub- 
mit to the Will of God, as ſoon as I 
ſhould be informed of it. Hereupon, 
ſhe immediately ſent for two good 
Prieſts, her Friends, to whom ſhe tells 
the real Motives of my feigned Call, 


after which ſhe inſtructed them what they 


ſhould ſay. Then I being called to 
them, they asked me divers Queſtions, 
and, in fine, after a long Diſcourſe they 
declared flatly that my. Vocation was 
falſe, that I was deceived therein, and 
that I would have impoſed _—_ them. 
Hereupon the Abbeſs entered, and my 
Father arrived at the ſame Time, who 
after having blamed my Inconſtancy, or- 
dered me to prepare to eſpouſe Don Lewis 
next Day. I was young, weak, without 
Advice and without Experience, ſo I was 
forced to ſubmit to the Authority of a 
harſh ſevere Father: I ſpent the Night 
in bewailing my Misfortune, and the 
next Morning I was married. My Mind 
was ſo prepoſſel9d to my Husband's 
Diſadvantage, . by the Reports I had 
heard, that with all my Study I could 
not conquer the Averſion I had to him. 
Twas not long before he perceived it, 
whatever Care I took to conceal it; but 
he hoped to have made me like him 
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by his Careſſes, but his Careſſes were 
diſagreeable, and only ſerved to in- 
creaſe my Hatred, At laſt he grey 
tired of my Coldneſs ; for that was the 
only Symptom of my Averſion that ap- 
peared to him, He-complained there. 
of to my Father, who adviſed him to 
uſe me like a Child, and if Years did 
not alter my Humour, then to treat 
me like a Servant. He likewiſe pro. 
poſed to him, as an Example for him 
to imitate, the Uſage himſelf had for- 
merly given my Mother, Her Mother, 
faid he to him, did not love me, I de- 
ſpiſed her Hatred, and not being able 
to make my elf beloved, made my 
ſelf feared, and at laſt her Aver- 
ſion ceaſed. It did ceaſe indeed, and 
that was by her Death, but ſhe 
concealed it ſo well before the end of 
her Life, that my Father thought he 
had overcome it, and has often brag- 
ged ſince of this Conqueſt. However, 
the Violence my Mother did her ſelf 
in diſſembling her Sentiments, coſt her 
her Life. Don Lewis, authorized by my 
Father's Advice, changed his way of Be- 
haviour to me in an Inſtant; his Careſ- 
ſes were turned into Contempt and Ri- 
gour; he even deprived me of all the 
Authority which I ought to haye _ 
| c 
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the Houſe as his Wife; to puniſh me 
yet more, or rather to ſatisfy his own 
Humour, he allowed me ſo little Pin- 
Money, that I could not * 
Shame appear before my. Equals. 

was denied all handſome Diverſions Fa 
are uſual for Perſons of my Condition 
and my Age; and he even Catechized 
me about my Conduct, which was diſ- 
approved by him alone. Every thing 
that approached me gave him Um- 


brage; if any Lady who was my 


Friend, viſited me pretty often, he 
would ſuſpect ſoine Myſtery, and do 
his utmoſt to prevent my ſeeing her. 
In. fine, there is no Captivity ſo ſevere” 
as mine was; nevertheleſs I ſupported 
it with Patience; and, what is ſuprizing, 
my. very Patience provoked him. He 
would ON heard my Sighs, and ſeen - 
my Tears; my Affliction. would have 
given him ſome Hopes of Alteration in - 
me, and he would have believed that] 
ſhould at laſt have loved him, as if 
Severity and ill Ulage were the way to 
ain Love. This, my Lord, 1s the 708 - 


dition wherein 4 5 fa 15 Ic confor- 
ted my ſelf wh Mother's xam- 


le, whom, ſince "= ſaid, I de - 
bled. in all other Reſpects, TI chought.j 


but juſt 1 ſhould amitate 1858 


dog! 
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in a Deſtiny the ſame as hers. This Con- 
fideration made me ſupport my Miſery 
with ſo much Evenneſs of Temper and 
Reſolution, that I never tranſgreſſed 
the Reſpect I owed my Husbang, nor 
ever complained either to him or 
others, ſo that ſuch of my Friends as 
were the moſt happy did not ſeem 
better contented than J. | 
My Husband before he married me, 
had been paſtionately in Love with a 
Lady of Saragoſſa, whoſe Name was 
Diana de Salazar, and he often told me 
before the Time of his uſing me with 
ſuch Rigour, that the Conformity of 
my Name Diana with hers, had re- 
doubled his Affection for me. He loved 
her when a Maid, and his Love for 
her did not ceaſe when ſhe was mar- 
ried: but ſhe, whether Married or a 
Maid, had always an Averſion for him, 
She had a Brother, who not knowing 
Don Lewis ſo well as ſhe did, had fa- 
 voured his Suit, and diſapproved the 
Contempt and Coldneſs his Siſter al- 
ways ſhowed him. Don Lewis knew this, 
and tho“ on | marrying me, he had 
ane all his inclination to Piana into 
Averſion, he had retained a Gratitude 
for Don Alonzo, (that is the Name of · this 
Lady's Brother.) My Husband / often 
_—_ | ſpoke 


with alt the Perfections of which he 
was the. moſt ſenſible; . and that, the 
Merit of which they-ſaid I was Miſtreſs, 


tracted a pretty intimate Friendſhip. 


who immediately told him the Deſire 
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ſpoke of him to me with Eſteem, and 
was not-ſparing of his Praifes to him, 
tho“ he was no Prodigal of them in 
behalf of others. This incited in me 
a Deſire of knowing him; I had con- 


with his Siſter, I: acquainted her with 
my Deſire, and {he promiſed to ſatisfir 
me, as ſoon as her. Brother: ſhould re- 
turn to Madrid, from whence. he. had 
hardly ever ſtirred ſince my Marriage. 
He returned to Saragoſſa after ſome 
Time, and went to lodge at his Siſter's, 


I had to know him. This gave him alſo 
a Curioſity to be informed a little of 
me; he enquired every where, and 
whether my Conduct, and the Qualities 
that are in me, had acquired me ſome 

Eſteem in the World, or whether he 
only addreſſed himſelf to. Perſons. who 
were charitable, they ſpoke only to 
my Advantage. He has often told me 
ſince, that they repreſented me to him 


was preciſely that which .would--kindle . 
in his Heart the moſt violent Paſſion 


whereof he was capable: Inſomuch 


* 


that loving his Liberty a8 he did, being | 
WR; | an i 
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an Enemy to all forts of Engagements, 
and being willing to preſerve the Tran. 
quillity of his Mind, and an extraor- 
dinary Gaiety which was natural to him, 
and which he foreſaw a violent Pal- 
ſion might make him loſe, he reſolved 
to avoid all opportunities of meeting me, 
und never to ſee me: However he ſaid, 
he did not ceaſe thinking on me. He 
ſpoke of me to all the World, and had 
me often told that he avoided me, be- 
cauſe he thought me dangerous to his 
Repoſe. Tis an errour to think that 
one muſt ſee before one loves; Love 
enters at the Ears as well as at the Eyes; 
for if it was not Love, what was it 
that Don Alonzo felt for me, who had 
never ſeen me, and who had nothing 
of me, but the Idea which he had for- 
med to himſelf upon the Report of 
Fame? As for me, I will not ſay that 
I loved him, but I confeſs that all that 
Thad been told of him made me eſteem 
him infinitely, that I very earneſtly de- 
fired to ſee him, and be of the num- 
ber of his Friends, and that I felt a 
Joy within me, when I. was told from 
”him that he avoided me; 8 was 
afraid of loving me; judging thereby 
that there — already 10 "Tha, Heart 
ſome Sketch of chat Paſſion. | Three 
ST Months 
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Months were paſſed in this manner, 
when Chance at laſt brought about 
what my Care could not effect, nor 
all his Care prevent. There was I know. 
not what Ceremony to be performed 
jn the great Church at Saragoſſa; all the 
Town was there, and I amongſt the reſt; 
Don Alonzo, who. flies publick Aſſem- 
blies, and does not love a Crowd, could 
not however diſpenſe with himſelf from 
coming there, having been deſired by 
one of his Friends who had ſome Inte- 
reſt in this Feſtival. There *twas we 
firſt beheld each other ; but, good God, 
what was that Sight! I obſerved in 
him a ſtrange Emotion, which was but 
too viſible by the changing of his 
Countenance; and tho' mine was lefs 
obſervable, it was not perhaps leſs. 


Don Alonzo has aſſured me ſeveral times 


that he knew me at the firſt Sight, 
without any other Notice than that given 


him by his Heart; and as for me, 1 


judged very well by the paſſionate Air 

wherewith he ſaluted me, and the 
Trouble I ſaw in him, that it could be no 
other but him. He ſtopt a Moment, 


as if he would have ſpoken.to me ; but 


as if he had immediately repented of 
that Deſign, he went on without ſaying 


a Word. I was vexed at it, and I be- 


lieve 
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lieve if Decency would have permitted, 
L: ſhould have called him back to have 
asked him the Reaſon. I ſaw that he 
walked towards the Door as if to go 
out; but after ſtopping there ſome- 
time, he turned-back towards the Place 
where he had ſeen me. As I already 
knew-his Sentiments towards. me, I did 
not doubt but I had made him quit that 


Place, and-that I alſo had forced him to. 


come back, and I perceived with Plea- 
ure that in Spite of the Reſiſtance of 


his Reaſon, Love kept Poſſeſlion of 


his Heart. He came then, and placed 
himſelf by me; I had turned my Eyes 
another way, pretending to be atten- 


tive to ſomewhat elſe, however I care- 


fully obſerved the minuteſt of his Acti- 
ons. He waited then till I looked on 
him, and as ſoon as I caſt my Eyes 
that way, Madam, ſaid he, tis impoſ- 
ſible to flie one's Deſtiny, mine is to 
ſee you, in Spite of all the Care which 
you know I have taken to avoid it, 
to love you at firſt Sight, and what- 


ever Rigour you may exerciſe towards 


me, to die your Slave. Altho' I was 
well prepared to hear ſomething of this 
kind, yet I was ſurprized at ſuch an 
abrupt declaration; for I imagined he 


would have gone more about the Buſh. 
otra Where. 
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Wherefore I thought I ought to give 
him a rigorous Reception for accoſting 
me in that manner, that he might know” 
I would be ſerved. in Form, and 
that ſuch an irregular Declaration 
of Love was diſpleaſing to me. I an- 
ſwered him then thus: It would have 
been both for your own Advantage and. 
mine, if you had ſtill continued to- 
avoid meeting me, I ſhould not have 
had the Diſpleaſure tohave heard a Diſ- 
courſe that offends me, and you would 
not ha ve deſtroyed, by ſuch diſreſpect- 
ful Words, the Eſteem I had conceived, 
and was willing to have preſerved for 
Don Alonzo, for that I believe is your 
Name. If I was aſtoniſhed at his Diſ- 
courſe, he Was more ſo at my Anſwer, 
and looking on me with a: melancholy 
Air: Ah! Madam, replied he, I had. 
yet more reaſon to avoid you than 1 
imagined; I thought indeed that *twas: 
impoſſible to ſee and not to love you. 
but I. did not believe that one could 
not love you without dying with Grief; 
and yet thus it is to which your Cruelty 
expoſes me. If 1 have committed a 
Crime in daring to tell you that I am 
bold enough to adore you, you know, 
Madam, that this Crime has not been 
voluntary, at leaſt J thought it might: 
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be pardonable, inaſmuch as I have only 
told you a Thing which you knew be- 
fore; My Silence and the Care I have 
taken to avoid you, had already ac- 
quainted you with what my Words have 
Juſt confirmed to you. You ought to 
have puniſhed me, when I firſt began 
to avoid meeting you, ſince to flie you 
was to declare plainly enough what 
Influence you would have over me, 
He uttered theſe Words with. ſo much 
Affection, that ſincerely I was moved 
with them, but not judging it proper 
to acknowledge ſo much to him at 
that Time, your Silence; ſaid Þ has not 
been fo eloquent as you imagine, it 
has not acquainted me with your Fol- 
lies, and if it had informed me any 
Thing, *twould* have been more tole- 
rable to me to have learnt them by 
this oilence, than by your Words: Con- 
tinue then to hold your Tongue, if you 
will be adviſed by me. Say rather, 
cryed Don Alonzo, that I ſhould conti- 
nue to flie you, for it is eaſier for me to 
love you without ſeeing you, than to 
ſee you without telling you that I love 
* Continue then to avoid me, ſaid 
to him very haughtily, if you would 
not have me flie you. At theſe Words, 
I ſaw. the deepeſt melancholy in the 
0 7 World 
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World overſpread his Face; he 7 5 
his Eyes to Heaven, and after having 
ſaluted me, left me without ſpeaking 
a Word. I was ſorry I had uſed him 
ſo ill, for 'tis certain I eſteemed him, 
his Perſon did not diſpleaſe me, =op 
ther was his Affection diſagreeable, l in- 
aſmuch as I knew his Honour and Diſ- 
cretion. But I repented of my Rigour 
in good earneſt, when I heard ſome 
Days after that he was very ill; I re- 
proached my ſelf continually for his 
Sickneſs, for I did not doubt but his 
Vexation at ſeeing himſelf deſpiſed by 
me had been the Cauſe. This made me 
reſolve to find out fome Way to relieve 
him; I have already told you that there 
was a great Intimacy between his Siſter 
and me. The Temper of my Husband 
who took Umbrage at every thing, 
made her very ſeldom viſit me, tho' 1 
often went to ſee her. I went thither 
then with one of my Friends, or rather 
ſhe ſerved as a Pretence for the Viſit T 
deſigned to her Brother, with whom T 
was ſure to find her, for I knew the at- 
tended him with a great deal of Care. 
Accordingly, I found her at his Bed's- 
head; but ſhe ſeemed to me to be fo 
afflicted at her Brother's Illneſs, and he 


ſeemed ſo altered, and in ſuch a fad 
: Con- 
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Condition that I pitied him, and re- be 
ſolved not to leave the Place, without fic 
repairing the Miſchief of which I was iv 
ſenſible I was the Cauſe. No body he 
knew the Source of Don Alonzo's Indiſ- BW w. 
poſition, and his Diſcretion was ſo great V 
that he had reſolved to die without diſ- an 
covering it, and even without com- © {ic 
Plaining of me. His Siſter knew no il fo 
Xetter than others; ſhe only ſaw him de 
buried in a profound Melancholy, and I m 

tormented with a. ſlow Fever, which ac 
conſumed him by degrees, She did not. A 
imagine that his Melancholy cauſed the I v: 
Fever; ſhe thought, on the contrary, 1 
that: the Fever made him melancholy, d 
and ſhe was only intent on curing his * 
Body, without knowing that the Source f 

of his Diſtemper lay in his Mind. Don 

Alonzo being ſurprized at my Arrival, WW at 

was in ſuch an Emotion, that his Fever re 

redoubled that Moment. His Siſter per- c 

ceived it. by the changing of his Co- II 

lour, and made me obſerve what I re- i= v 

marked better than ſhe. She related to I 
me very exactly the whole Courſe of Im 

this Indiſpoſition, and found clearly by, E 

her Recital, that I had the only Remedy. I 

Don. Alonzo's Sickneſs then ſaid I, look- ir 

ing on him, and loud. enough to be I 

heard by him, is not incurable ; let him. N £ 
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e- be of good Courage, and obey his Phy- 
ut. W fician's Orders exactly, and I'll be an- 
as ſwerable for his Cure. He compre- 
ly hended the ſenſe of theſe Words very 
il. well, and anſwered with a languiſhing 
at Voice: The Condition wherein 1 now 
ſ- am, Madam, is ſo bad, that my Phy- 
1- MW fician cannot preſcribe me any thi 

o difficult, but what I would do to be 
n- I delivered from it. After ſome com- 
d BF mon Converſation, my Friend, who had 
h IF accompanied me, defired to ſee the 
t. Apartments of the Houſe, which were 
every magnificent, and extraordinary 
„richly furniſhed. Diana roſe up to con- 
duct her thither, and as we lived together 
8 with abundance of Familiarity, ſne beg- 
6 ed me to ſtay in the mean while with 
her Brother. I conſented voluntarily, 
„ and afloon as we were alone, I will not 
r recede from what I have ſaid, Madam, 
-.  cryed Don Alonzo, there is nothing but 
I will ſubmit to it to obtain Eaſe, for 
what I ſuffer can't be expreſſed. What, 
Don Alonzo, replied I, would you pro- 
miſe a blind Obedience, an inviolable 
Fidelity, an invincible Conſtancy, a 
Diſcretion proof againſt all Tryals, an 
infinite Reſpect, and to let Modeſty and 
Honour be the Bounds of your Deſires. 
Al theſe are hard to promiſe. Dar 
an Alonzo, 


c 
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Ango, and yet more difficult to keep; 
think then on it, and take Care lef 
your IIlneſs be more tolerable than 
what I require. Oh! No, Madam, an. 
ſwered he eagerly, what you demand 
is eaſy to a Heart like mine, when it 
is ſmitten with a Paſſion like that which 
I feel for you. My;Paflion took, Ril: 
from the Eſteem I have concerved oi 
your Virtue; I might have eſteemed 
you without loving you, but I could 
not have loved you to the Degree that 
I do without eſteeming you. There 
fore, Madam, I had formed no Deſire 
for you, which were not worthy df 
you, or which could have offended the 
auſtereſt Virtue, I know that the Re- 
ſpect I owe you obliges me to diſco- 
ver my Sentiments to you by my Aſſi. 
duity, and my Conſtancy, rather than by 
my Words. But chen I ſhould have 

divulged them to others, as well as you, 
and the ſame Reſpect which I owe you, 
obliges me to conceal them from al 
the World. Think not then, Madam, 
that becauſe I have dared mention my 
Paſſion to-you at firft ſight, I was wil- 
ling to excuſe my ſelf from the Duty 
of a long Servitude; I thought you 
would have allowed me all the Time 
that I have adored you without telling 
SIN xs Fou 
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you; or even ſeeing you; and I did 
not ſo much pretend to make you. a 
Declaration of Love, as to give you an 
Aſſurance that that Love which was 
already known to you, was ſincere and 
reſpectſul, and would never end. Don 
Alonzo, ſaid I to him, tis becauſe I 
believe it is ſo that I won't condemn 
it; if you have loved me before you 
beheld me, I did not wait for the ſight 
of you to eſteem you, and I confeſs 
that this Eſteem has diſpoſed me to 
receive your Affection, | becauſe I be- 
lieved it would not be unworthy of a 
Man, whom I had thought worthy of 
my Eſteem. Wherefore, if the little 
Value | ſeemed to ſet upon Ny RE you 
made me the Otter of it afflicted 
you, the Confeſſion I make you ought 
to comfort you, and yet more that 1 
am going to make you, that my coming 
here was only to com̃fort you, Being 
tranſported with Joy at theſe Words, 
Ah! Madam, cryed he, how fweet is 
Sickneſs, when it-is removed by a Re- 
medy fo agreeable. Ah! Madam, if 
you knew me, if you knew me, you 
would love me. I know you, replyed I, 
Don Alonzo, make Haſte then to reco- 
ver, and think often to forward your 
Cure, that I eſteem you, that your 


i 
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charmed her Brother's Illneſs, and that 
he had been delivered from the very 
Day that I ſaw him. From that Time, 


aſſiduouſly, that he miſſed no Oppor- 


or Walking. 


to ſee me oftner and with more con- Nh 


Friendſhip is agreeable to me. and tha 
1 do more for you, than ever I did for 
any one. Theſe Words cauſed an in. 
finite Joy in my Patient, which appear. 
ed in his Eyes and Face; I ſhall reco. 
ver, Madam, ſaid he, and fince you 


have been willing to reſtore me to Life, Ming 


I will preſerve it only for your fake: A 
On ſaying this he ſeized my Hand, and Wria 
kiſſed it with a Tranſport which I can't pre 
expreſs. Diana entered that very In- cha 
ſtant with my Companion, and we took Waft 


dur Leaves immediately after. Don Ide. 
Alonzo regained hisWHealth in a few Ne 


Days, to the great Aſtoniſhment of Wis 
his Siſter, who could neither pene- 
trate into the Cauſe of ſuch a whim- 
ſical Diſeaſe, nor of ſo ſudden a Cure, 
and who. told me. often with more 
Truth than the thought, that I had 


Don Alonzo attached himſelf to me fo 
tunity of ſeeigg me whether at Church, 

Bur theſe Meetings not 
being ſo frequent as the Impatience of 
his Love made him deſire, he was for- 
tunate, or artful enough to find a way 


venience. 
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enience. I have told you that my Huſ- 
band had not forgotten the good Offi- 
s he did him with his Siſter; he never 
net him without careſſing him a thou- 
ſand times, and giving him as many 
demonſtrations of Gratitude. Happen- 
ing to meet about that Time, Don 
ce: Honzo complimented him upon his Mar- 


ind nage; and my Husband, after re- 


int proaching him with not having given 
In- hat Teſtimony of his Friendſhip till 
ok after every one elſe, and that by chance, 
Jon declared that he would not forget his 
ew Negligence, if he, did not viſit him in 
of Wii new Habitation, and that he would 
new him his Wife. You ſhall judge 
then, added he, if there is any room 
to congratulate me, and tell me your 
Thoughts of her ; I ſhall be very well 


hat the Happineſs to be approved by you. 
ery Don Alonzo promiſed it him without 
any Earneſtneſs, and coming next Mor- 


ſo Waning accordingly, I was aſtoniſhed to 
or- Iſee my Husband and him entring my 
ch, ¶ Chamber both together. Madam, ſaid 


ot Don Lewis, this is that Don Alonzo de 
of Salazar whoſe Face indeed is unknown 
o you, but who is not ſo by his 
Merit and officious Friendly temper 
which: you have heard me extol ſo 
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ſatisfied with my Marriage, if it has 
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much, and I have ſo often experienced; 
Help me to acquit my ſelf of the Oh. 
ligations I have to him. Not being 
fatisfied with loving me himſelf, he did 
his utmoſt to procure me the Affection 
of his Siſter, as long as I deſired it, 
*tis but Juſt that without contenting my 


ſelf with loving him for my own part, 


T ſhould endeavour to make him be. 
loved by you. Love him then, Ma. 


dam, becauſe I beg it of you, and eſteem 


him becauſe he deſerves it. Don Aloud 
heard with pleaſure a Diſcourſe ſo con- 
formable to his Defires ; but he took 


care not to diſcover by his Anfwer how 


agreeable it was to him, As for me 
F was fo ſurprized, that I was out of 


-Countenance, and could make no Re- 


ply; not being able to comprehend by 


what Inchantment my Husband had 


made a Truce with the Jealouſy that 


Was ſo natural to him in his Favour. 


He prayed him afterwards to come and 
ſee me, ordered me to receive His Vi- 
firs, and to give a beginning to the 
Eiberty which he deſired he ſhould take 


at his Houſe, he went away, and left us 


Eord, what a Joy *twas to Alonzo to 


ſee his Affairs in ſuch a good Poſture; 
te ſaid” a thouſand Extravagancies to 


me 
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me upon the Command my Husband 


gave me to love him, which he ex- 
plained according to his own Fancy. 
Other Ladies, ſaid he, would not dare 
love thoſe who admire them, for fear of 
offending their Husbands: But you, 
Madam, cannot avoid loving me with- 


out offending. yours. And when I did 


not anſwer according to his Deſire to 
the Aſſurances he gave me of his Af 


fection, he threatned to complain to 
my Spouſe. Aſſoon as they ſaw each 
other, Don Lewis was deſirous of know- 


ing his opinion of me; whereupon Don 


Alonzo praiſed me without Eagerneſs, 


and affected to praiſe only thoſe Qualities 
in me, as ſhould ſet his Mind at eaſe 
about my Conduct. He ſpoke nothing 
of my Beauty; but only of my Mo- 


deſty, my Virtue, and a certain Air of a 


Woman of Honour that was obſerva- 


ble in me. Don Lewis could never 


have been weary of hearing him talk 
after that manner ; he begged him to 


continue his Viſits, and give -me ſuch 


Advice as he ſhould think I wanted. 
When he found himſelf ſo well authori- 
zed to come to our Houſe, he viſit- 


ed us often, and would have done ſo 
yet more frequently, if he had not 
been 9 of rekindling y 
* 2 
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usband's ſuſpicion, I received from 
him a thouſand Teſtimonies of a moſt 
reſpectful Tenderneſs ; he forſook upon 
my acconnt all his ordinary Diverſions, 
Solitude, of which he was an Admi- 
rer before he knew me, became odious 
to him, and he ſought for Company, be- 
cauſe he was in hopes of meeting me 
there: In ſhort, his Paſſion became 
his only Buſineſs, and the Rule of his 
Life. I had permitted him to write to 
me, and he did ſo, ſometimes in ſuch 
a tender manner, and fometimes ſo 
gallantly, whether in Verſe or Proſe, 
Cie his Letters were infinitely agreeable 
to. me, and convinced me no leſs of 
his Affection than his Conduct. I 
even anſwered his Billet-doux very 
often, and ſometimes I prevented them 
by mine. One Day he wrote to me. 
in theſe Terms: 


70 U ſoy, Madam, that my Paſſion is 
"* agreeable to you, and you aſſure me of 
your Friendſhip ; nevertheleſs my Paſſion 
cauſes me to ſuffer, you know it, and are 
not moved with it: What Aſſurance can 1 
have of your Words, and what ought I 10 
think of your. friendſhip, if it does not make 
you ſenſible of the Evils I endure, and 
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Which J anſwered thus: 
Damon, my Pity I refuſe, 
And 27 muſt be to your Deſires ; 
My Friendſhip you will ſurely loſe, 
If more than that your Love requires, 
To help the Wretched, tho* I chuſe, 
I muſt my Pity now refuſe, 


5 Some few Days after in a Converſa- 
tion we had at his Siſter's, the Diſ- 


courſe: turned upon the various Effects 
of Love. He ſaid ſeveral very hand- 
ſome” things in favour of this Paſſion, 
which his Siſter anſwered very agreea- 
bly, by condemning it. All the Com- 
pany eſpouſed one ſide or the other, 1 
alone would not declare my ſelf; upon 
which he rally'd'me at our parting, and 
begged me to explain my ſelf : f pro- 
miſed to do it next Morning, and ac- 
cordingly I ſent him theſe Lines: 


Love, gentle Damon, is an arrant Cheat, 
In Friendſbip's Maſ# he ſteals into the 
| (Soul; 


Aud there th Impoſtor under that Deceit 


Conceals his Flame, and reigns without 
| ( Controul, 
If T conſult my Heart, I muſt repeat, 


Damon, that Love is but an arrant Cheat. 
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; T 0 which he anſwered thus : 


Love, beauteous Iris, is no arrant Cheat, 
| Refuſe him not Admittance in your Soul, 


by ſhould you him as an Impoſtor treat, 


Though ſometimes there he reigns without 
(Controul? 


His countleſs Joys out- balance his Deceit, 
Love, beauteous Iris, is no arrant Cheat. 


Theſe two Billets which he received 
from me one after the other, the laſt of 
Which ſeemed to condemn his Love, 


and the other to deprive him of all 
Hopes that ever I ſhould pity the Pain 


his Paſſion made him ſuffer, put him in- 
to a great Confternation. And as vio- 
lent Paſſions are full of Diſquiets and 
Suſpicions, he was apprehenſive he had 


done ſomewhat to diſpleaſe me. He 


recollected all his Words, and examin- 
ed even his minuteſt Actions; but not 
finding himſelf guilty of any thing that 
might offend me, and not believing 
me capable of Fantaſticalneſs or Incon- 
ſtancy, he ſuſpected that my Heart was 


prepoſſeſſed in favour of ſome other, 
for whom I deſigned all my Tenderneſs, 


whilſt I only made him hope for ſome 
Share in my Friendſhip. | 
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A Cavalier of Caſtille, whoſe Name 
was Don Alban de Mendoza, pretended 
about that Time to be one of my Ad- 
mirers. Of all the Men that ever 1 
knew, he was the moſt likely to ſur- 


prize a young giddy. Woman, Who had 


not Senſe enough to diſcern true Merit 
from falſe. He was handſome, finely 
ſhaped, had the right Spaniſh Air, was 
of an agreeable Converſation, had a- 
bundance of Jargon, but little Senſe: 


He was indiſcreet, detracting, incapa- 


ble of Friendſhip, without Fidelity, and 
affected, above all things, to be thought 


a happy Man amongſt che Ladies, tho' | 


at the ſame time he very little valued 


the being ſo in Reality. He addreſſed 


all the Perſons of our Sex who had any 
Reputation for Beauty and Merit; and 


although he was openly diſcovered, and - 
very well known to be the Man he was, 


ſo that moſt Part of thoſe Ladies upon 
whom he offered to palm his falſe Coin, 
would not deign to hear him, neverthe- 
leſs he addreſſed ſo many, that it would 
have been hard if he had not found ſome 


eaſy Fool who would ſwallow his Bait. 
When once a too-credulous Woman 


had liſtened to him, and he had per- 
ſuaded her of his Paſſion, then he tri- 


umphed in his Heart at her Simplicity 3 
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and if ſhe anſwered it with a reciprocal 
Affection, he reſted ſatisfied with this 
Advantage, and, without thinking of 
puſhing his Point any farther, endea- 
voured to make her remarked, to the 
end that the Raillery and Calumny he 
was preparing ſhould not ſeem without 
Founda ion. Two or three Women, 
whoſe Virtue was otherwiſe very well 
known, underwent a diſagreeable Trial 
of his Malice; becauſe — had ſuffer- 
ed his Gallantries, they afterwards ſuf- 
fer'd his Calumnies, which were ſo black, 
and ſo publick, that even his own 
Friends blamed him for it. I was forced, 
in my Turn, to fee him play over his. 
Ape's Tricks to me; I was not at all 
ſurprized thereat; for akhough he was 
a Maſter of Diſſimulation, and: a very 
great Mimick, and could counterfeit ad- 
mirably well the paſſionate Lover, never- 
theleſs Diſſimulation and Lies, let them 
be never ſo well concerted, are always 
diſtinguiſhable from Truth by Per- 
ſons who are in the leaſt clear- ſighted, 
by a certain Mark of Falſhood that is 
inſeparable from them. All Don Albams 
Grimaces, all the Aſſurances he could 
give me of his Paſſion, never made the 
leaſt Impreſſion upon me; but as he di- 
verted me in my melancholy Way of 
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Life, I ſuffered himꝭ on Condition, 
however, that he ſhould never mention 
his feigned Aﬀection to me : He obey- 
ed me eaſily, becauſe *twas enough for 
him that the World ſaw I ſuffered him. 
He followed me in the Churches, he 
came up and ſpoke to me in the Aſſem- 
blies, and paſſed every Day an hundred 
times under my Windows. I was then 
ignorant of the Reputation he had in 
x World, and: was the laſt who per- 
ceived how much his Aſſiduity was re- 
mark'd, and with what Ardour, and 
Oſtentation he purſued me. About the 
ſame time Don Alonzo began to be very 
aſſiduous about me. One is very quick- 
ſighted when one is in Love: He was 
not long before he diſcover'd Don Al- 
ban's Adireſſes to me, and if, he had 
not diſcovered it by his own. Sagacity, 
he would have known it by the Dif- 
courſe of the Town thereupon. He be- 
lieved indeed that I did not foreſee the 
Conſequences, becauſe I ſuffered him, 
and. he could have wiſhed that ſome o- 


ther than himſelf. would have given me 


what Intelligence was neceſſary upon 
that Head, apprehending that if he 
ave it me himſelf, I ſhould take that 
or an Effect of Jealouſy, which was on- 
ly the Effect of a very ſincere Affection. 
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It was at this Time he received from 
me thoſe two Madrigals whereof I have 
1poken to you, by which he imagined 
that I diſapproved his Paſſion, and 
which deprived him of all Hopes of my 
ever being touched with his Pain. After 
having reviewed his Actions, and his 
Conduct, not finding himſelf guilty of 
any Fault towards me, he was perſuaded 
that my Heart was prepoſſeſſed in Fa- 
vour of ſome other, and could find no 
body upon whom to fix his Snſpicion 
with more Probability than Don Alban. 
Nevertheleſs not being able to imagine 
that I could let my Eyes be dazzled 
with the falſe Glare of his Merit, he 
reſblved in the firſt Place to know what 
Rank he held in my Heart, being de- 
termined to devote himſelf inſeparably 
to me, if I gave him the Preheminence 
he defired, and which he thought he 
deſerved by his Affection; or to leave 
me for ever, if I preferred any other 
to him; yet without changing his Sen- 
timents towards me, not having the 
Will fo to do, whatever Cauſe I ſhould 
ive him, or the Power, if he had had 
He Will. Whilſt he was buſied in theſe 
Thoughts, one of his Friends ſent him 
Word from Madrid, that he had re- 
ceived Orders from the Emperor to 80 
; | an 
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and negotiate ſome ſecret Affaitz with 


| Queen Eleonora, his Siſter, and he con- 
; jured him to bear him Company; I was 
1 then in the Country, whither my Huſ- 
y band had carried me ſome Days before; 
r whereupon Don Alonzo ſent me this Let- 
8 er: ö 

f oY 4 | 
| Manamn, - 
s 7 Am ſollicited by one of my intimate 
0 Friends to accompany him in his Jour- 
n ney to Portugal, which be is going Fo un- 
5 dertake by the Emperor's Order. If I could 
e have acquired in your Heart the Place 


d which $oth my Reſpect and Paſſion deſerved, + 
= I ſhould never have thought of parting from 

it you; but ſince you have not judged me 
* worthy of it, after fo many Teſtimonies as 
y 1 have given you of an infinite Tenderneſs, + 
e be pleaſed, Madam, 10 conſent that I may 
e be no longer a Witneſs of my own Misfor- 9 
* tune, und that I may retire, leſt I ſhould | 
er diſturb, by my Complaints, the Pleaſures of | 
* thoſe whom you have thought fit to mate 

1 happier than me.” In changing my Abode I 

Id ſhall not change my Sentimenis; for neither 

id Abſence nor Time ſhall rob you of a Heart, 

* of * which your Injuſtice has not been able to 

m deprive you. | 
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This Letter ſurprized, aflited, and 
I pn me to the laſt Degree; for 
received it at a Time when Don A. 
longo had moſt Reaſon to be - ſatisfied 
with my Gratitude. I regretted his. 
Loſs; his:taking the Reſolution to leave 
me ſo abruptly diſpleaſed me; and. I 
was yet more diſpleaſed at his being 
capable of taking it; beſides which, I 
was offended at the Reproach he caſt 
upon me, the Cauſe whereof I could 
not: divine; for *tis certain I thould ne- 
ver have imagined that Don Alban could 
have given him any Diſquiet, Where- 
fore I anſwered him thus: 


H who: can fly ſo- eaſily, was not well 
his ſecured: You ſeem to me ſo reſolutely 
bent upon your Journey, that it would be 

in vain for me to oppoſe it; all I defire is, 
that you would not go without taking your 
Leave of me. I will inform you cf the 

" particular Reaſons which oblige me not to 
diſſuade you from your Deſign. You will 

- have leſs. Reaſon to complain of me than you 


imagine. 


Aſſoon as Don Alonzo had received 
my Anſwer, he came to me, but did 
accoſt me with his uſual Gaiety ; 


for he was overwhelmed with a deep 
Melancholy, 
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Melancholy, and, looking on me with. 


a moſt dejected Air, he was for ſome 
time ſpeęchleſs. As for me, I was agi- 
tated with ſo many different Emotions, 
that I had not the Spirit to commence 
the Diſcourſe. At laſt, after a great Sigh, 
What, Madam, ſaid he, you can conſent - 
to loſe. mel My Paſſion, which former- 
ly was not diſagreeable to you, begins 
then to be troubleſome to you, and 
you have the Courage to confirm me in 
the fatal Reſolutions which my Deſpair - 
inſpires, It ought to have been. ſufficient . 
for you. to have refuſed me your Pity, . 
without making me feel your Cruelty. 


alſo, by thruſting me on: towards the 
Precipice whence I. am ready. to throw - 


my ſelf headlong. Ah, Don Alonzo, an- 
fwered I, do. not accuſe me. of a Fault 
whereof. you your ſelf are guilty : Think 
rather upon juſtifying your ſelf of the 
Injury you have done me by your 
unjuſt Sufpicions : If your Sentiments 
were delicate enough to be ſenſible of - 
all one does for you, perhaps I. alſo 
ſhould complain of your having been 
able to conceive the Deſign of quitting. 


me; but your Ingratitude -renders -you - 


unworthy of ſuch an obliging Reproach. 
The Fault you have committed in re- 


ſolving to quit me, deſerves that y9w-- | 


ſhould ; 
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ſhould leave me, and you have render- 
ed your ſelf unworthy of my doing you 

the Favour to forbid you, by the In- 
Juſtice you have done me, in accuſing 
me of having received another into my 
Heart. Leave me then, Don Alonzo, 
ſince you have been willing to quit me; 
-and to the end that you may teel when 
you leave me all the Pain you deſerve, . 
know that I ſee you go with Regret, 
that you was dear to me, and. that no 
one ever has enjoyed the firſt Place in 
my Heart, if Don Alonzo has not, At 
thoſe Words he fell at my Feet, and 
imbracing my Knees, forgive me, Ma- 
dam, ſaid he, I am guilty; but my 
Crime is pardonable, ſince you your 
Aſelf have cauſed it. Vou have condemn- 
ed my Paſſion, in writing to me that 
Love is but a Deceiver: Lou have re- 
fuſed to compaſſionate the Evils to 
wich your ſelf gave Riſe; and you have 
declared to me that you was inexorable 
to my Deſires; ought I after this to 
hope for any Favour from you, and 
could I, after my Diſgrace, renew my 
Pain by ſeeing you: every Day. You 
are very much to be pitied, replied J, 

Don Alonzo, for being; ſo ingenious at 
making your ſelf miſerable, when you 
Have ſo much Reaſon to think yo 

If 
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ſelf happy, When I wrote to you 
U that I refuſed you my Pity, and was 
inexorable to your deſires, did I not 
at the ſame Time aſſure you of my 
Friendſhip? Could I have told you with 
decency in my preſent Condition, that 
I ſympathized - with your Love, and 
would condeſcend to your deſires. 
When I ſent you Word that Love was 
a.Deceiver, and entered inſenſibly into 
the Heart under falſe Appearances, 
ought not you at the ſame Time to 
have remark*d that I added, that 1 
ought ſo to judge if I conſulted my 
own Heart, Did not you underſtand + 
this Language Don Alonzo ? Don't you 
now underſtand it? Do you at prefent © 
ſee the whole extent of your Crime? 
I do fee it, Madam, returned he, 1 
condemn it, and repent of all I have 
done; do not refuſe me the Pardon 
Jimplore with the greateſt Earneſtneſs 
imaginable, and ſuffer me to repair 
ms fault by attaching my ſelf to your 
Service for the Remainder of my Life. 
No, reſum'd I. Don Alonzo, you muſt 
_ undergo the Baniſhment ro which you 
ha ve condemned your ſelf, that you 
may deſerve my ſuifering the Conſtan- 
ey you promiſe me, and my — 5 
ing the Pardon you implore; you ſhall 
| not 
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not obtain it at any other Price, Ac- 
company your Friend to Portugal, re- 

turn with him, and return with the 
ſame Sentiments wherein I now ſee you; 
you will no doubt find me in the ſame 

Diſpoſition as you have heretofore. You 


have ſuſpected my Friendſhip, and you 


have obliged me to vindicate my ſelf 
from Suſpicions which were ſo injurious 
to it: I will now put yours to the Teſt 
of ſome Months Abſence: If it conti- 
nues unchangeable during this Abſence, 
I. ſhall believe you. worthy of the Place 
you deſire in my Heart. I had ſcarce 
uttered theſe Words when my Husband 
entered, and was very glad to find 
Don Alonzo with me, but very ſorry on 
my telling him that he was juſt going to 
ſet out Re Portugal, and was therefore 
come to take his leave of Us. I this ſaid 
with deſign to let Don Alonzo know that 
the Sentence of his. Baniſhment was ir- 
revocable, and that I was reſolved it 

ſhould be put in Execution. You may 
eaſily judge, my Lord, that in the Dil. 
poſitio herein we then were, the 
Converſation was not very gay. Don 
Alonzo was in Confuſion for his fault, and 
ncrdivy aſt at the Separation to 
which I had condemned him. However 
his Sorrow was intermixed witch a ſe- 
; cret - 
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cret Joy, which his knowing my fa- 
yourab'e ſentiments towards him in- 
fpir'd. As for my part, I had not yet re- 
cover'd the Outrage he had done to the 
Inclination Thad to love him, and I was 
grieved at his Departure, altho* I had 
commanded it, and it was eaſy for me 
to. countermand it; but I thought I 
ow'd my ſelf this aflurance of his Fide- 
lity. And for my Husband, beſides 
his not being a very proper Perſon to 
enliven the Converſation, our Melan- 
choly infected him, and he was cha- 


grined at Don Alonzo's Journey. I hack 


then with me a young Girl, who was my 
Relation, and being tired with our 
Dulneſs and our Silence, took up a 
Volume of Amadis which happen'd to 
he there, and began to read. There- 
upon Don Lewis pray'd her to read 
aloud ; ſhe did ſo, and fell by chance 
upon the Adventure that befel King 
Perion of Gaul at the Count de Salan- 
dres, Tis not likely, my Lord, that 
theſe Books ſnould ever have come to 


your Knowledge: Wherefore I muſt 


tell you in few: Words what this Gir 
read to Us.. 1 94 
King Perion being young, and wan- 


derin thro' the World according to 


the Cuſtom, of, the Knights at thofe- 
| Times,. 


go . The HISTORY of 
Times, whom they call'd Paladins, came 
into Germany; and after: having ac- 
quired a great Reputation by his Valour, 
on his return into his own Country, 
lodged at the Count de Salandre's. At 
Night, being withdrawn into his Cham- 
ber, and in a deep Sleep, he felt him- 
ſelf imbraced and careſs'd without 
knowing by whom. I would have 
made her ceaſe reading in this Place; 
but my Husband taking the Book, went 
on in this manner. , Yarn , awaking, . 
by the light of a Taper which had been 
left burning in his Chamber, found him- 
ſelf in the Arms of a very beautiful 
Lady, who diſcovered herſclf,to. be the 
Count's Daughter, and confeſſed to him 
that exceſs of Love had driven her to 
that extremity. The King anſwered 
er, that he could not receive her Love, 
nor anſwer her Careſſes, without injur- 
ing the Count her Father, and violating 
the moſt ſacred Laws of Hoſpitality. 
The beauteous Lady being incens'd at 
this refuſal, ſnatch'd up Perion's Sword, 
which: laid by his Bedſide, and point ing 
it to her Heart, By ſtriving to avoid 
e offending my Father, ſaid ſhe, know, 
e uncourteous and ill-bred Knight, that 
that you will cauſe his Death, by that 
e which you are going to give me; and 
. at 
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at this Word ſhe made as if ſhe wou'd 
ou her Heart. Perion prevented: 

er, and being preſs'd by the Lady's. 
inordinate Paſſion, conſented to her ir- 


„ deſires, and had by her the 
valiant Floreſtan. My Husband had 
but juſt made an end of reading this 


Story, when we ſaw Don Alban enter. 


His arrival vexed me, becauſe I was not 


in an. Humour to hear him chatter, 


and L foreſaw that he would incom- 


mode Us in theſe laſt Moments which 


we had to continue together. As for 
Don Alonzo, altho' he was cured of his 


Jealouſy, he was nevertheleſ. grieved at 
ſeeing me expoſed to Don Alban's ill 


Tongue; but he did not think himſelf 


ſufficiently authorized, by the Aſſu- 


rances he had juſt received of me, to 


dare give me Advice about my Con- 
duct. In this Uneaſineſs he bethought 
himſelf of a pretty pleaſant Artifice, 


to make me ſenſible of the Humour of 


this Coxcomb. He turned the Diſ- 


courſe, with a great deal of  Addrefs . 
upon the Beauty of the Ladies of Sara- - 
goſſa, and the Gallantry of the Cavaliers. 
This was a fine Topick to talk on for 
the Caſtilian, who was a great Talker; 
he ſaid - ſo many things, that at laſt he 


came inſenſibly to ſpeak of himſelf, 


and 


92 The HTS Tb RN of 
and that was what Don Alonzo wanted. 
He talked in obſcure Terms of his amo- 
rous Adventures, and would have had us 
believed that very few of the Women 
that ever he had attempted, had eſcap'd 
him. We are fo well ſatisfied, reply'd 


Don Alonzo maliciouſly, that you are a 
F — with the Ladies, that I have 


wondered an hundred Times that all 


the Husbands in Saragoſſa, who have 
handſome Wives, have not had you 
driven out of the Town, at their own: 

proper Colt. and Charge. But whilſt 
we are upon this Subject, continued he, 
confeſs to us honeſtly if that gallant 
Story that is ſpread of you about the 
Town is true. They may make ſeveral, 
anſwered Don Alban; explain your 
ſelf, and. I will hide nothing from you. 
They ſay, cry'd Don Alonzo, that the 
other Day you. went to lye in the Coun- 


try at a Friend of yours, a Gentleman 


of our acquaintance; that his Daughter 


came in the Night to your Bedſide, and 


careſs d you an hundred Times; that 
before you would anſwer her Careſſes, 
you: would know who. ſhe. was; and 
that being informed ſhe was your 
Friend's Daughter, a Punctilio of Ho- 


nour hindered you from receiving: the 


good Fortune that: was offered ow $ 
t 
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that you remonſtrated to the young 
Lady what an Injury you ſhould do 
her Father, to whom you ha ** 


Friendſhip, and by whom you had been 
ſo well uſed, if you ſhquld receive the 
Teſtimonies ſhe offer you of her Af- 
fection ; that this fair Lady, being deſ- 
perate and exaſperated,by your Diſdain, 
flew to your Sword which ſhe ſaw lying 
by your Bed-ſide, bY the light of a 
Taper that had been left burning in 
your Room, and fixing the Point to her 
Breaſt, went to kill herſelf before your 
Eyes, if you had not ſatisfied her Paſ- 


ſion upon the Spot. At theſe Words 


Don Alban ſhrugging up his Shoulders, 
ery'd out, is it poſſible that it ſhould 
be already ſpread abroad in the World |! 
for, in ſhort, continued he, there was 
only Us two ; I am ſure I kept it ſecret 
tis not probable that ſhe ſhould boaſt 
of it; how then could you happen to 
know it? All theſe things come to be 
known, anſwered Don Alonzo coldly, a 
Footman might perhaps be hid under 
the Bed, behind the Hangings, or in a 
Cloſet hard by ; perhaps the fair One 
has made her waiting-Woman her Con- 
fident, perhaps ſhe has diſcovered all the 
Myſtery at Night in her Sleep, or per- 
chance this Mefortune may have " 
0 pen 
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pen'd"to your ſeff. It muſt have been 

ſome ſuch Way, reply'd Don Alban, 

for I proteſt t you that I never dif. 

Cloſed it to any one; neither would I 

own it even nd, if I were not very 
u 


well aſſured of y ur Friendſhip, and your 
Diſcretion. At Another Time, 1 ſhould 
have laughed at, ſo groſs a Lie, and 
the pleaſant Maner of his being diſ- 
covered; but I wgs then ſo melancholy, 
that this Impoſtor provoked me only 
to Indignation, and I refolved from 
that Moment never more to ſuffer his 
Company. My Husband has told me, 
that he was very near ſhowing him the 
-Original of his pretended Adventure in 
Amadis. As for Don Alonzo, he was 
glad he had made me obſerve, 
| iculous and yet dangerous Vanity 
of this Man, without being obliged to 


1 * me any Caution of him as from 


imſelf ; and he thought he had done 


me no ſmall Service in ſhowing me the 


danger to which his Malice, and the free 
Acceſs J gave him, might expoſe me. 
At laſt the Time came when Don 


AHlonzo was obliged to depart. He took 


His Opportunity to ſalute me whilſt 
Don Alban was talking to my Huſ- 
band, and as he approached me, he 
ſaid, in a low Voice, I go, Madzm, 
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fince you command jp; you ſhall 


find that I have not leR Conſtancy to 


love you, than you have) Cruelty to ba- 


niſh me, and that I am eager to obey 


you. I cannot repent me of this Cru- 
elty, faid I to him, fince thereby I am 
to be convinc'd of 3 Thing which will 
be infinitely agreeable to me. This 
ſaid, we parted with an inconceivable 


Sadneſs, the greateſt part whereof we 


were nevertheleſs oblig*d to conceal. 
He return'd then to Saragoſa, and in 


two Days ſet out for Madrid, where 


meeting with his Friend, they went to- 
gether for Portugal. Don Alonzo let ſlip 
no Opportunity-of writing to-me, and 
his Letters were full only of the Pains 
which his Abſence from me made him 
ſuffer. His Modeſty, which is ſo great 
that *tis even ſcrupulous, would not let 
him acquaint me with the Eſteem he: 
had acquir'd at that Court; and his 
Diſcretion, which exceeds his Modeſty, 
prevented his informing me of the gra- 


.cious Reception he met with fromQueen 


Eleonora, a Princeſs both gallant and 
witty, and not inſenſible of Virtue and 
Merit. But have heard from others, 


that ſhe was ſo touch'd with Don Alonzo's, 


that ſhe would have detain'd him with: 


her, by offering him the moſt honour- 
41 91 able 
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able Employments, and higheſt Digni. 
ties in her State, and that ſhe even made 
uſe of the Imperial Envoy to perſuade 
him to accept them. But what ſignify 
Honours and Riches to a Heart truly 
amorous? I have. been told that ſhe was 


ſenſible of ſomethyng more than bare 
Eſteem for him, and that ſhe was fo 


little Miſtreſs of her Sentiments, that 


in endeavouring to make him ſenſible 
of them, ſhe diſcover'd them to the 
Publick, without his obſerving them, 
or at leaſt ſeeming to obſerve them. He 
only anſwer'd all her Favours by a pro- 
found Reſpect, and thank'd her for her 
Offers, on Pretence of ſome Family 
Obligations and domeſtick Affairs that 
call'd him home. Thus the Fidelity he 
had promis'd me was not only Proof 
againſt Abſence and Time, but even 
againit Fortune and Ambition, and 
what is yet more, againſt the Favour of 
a beautiful young Princeſs, who was 
worthy of the Love and Service of the 
greateſt Monarchs. For my Part, I re- 

nted a hundred Times my having de- 
priv'd myſelf of him, and his Abſence 
made me ſenſible that he was more ne- 
ceſſary to my Repoſe than I had ima- 
gined, It was in my Pewer to have re- 
call'd him, but I was reſoly'd he our 
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fulfill the Time of his Baniſhment, and 
would not permit him to return, ' till his 
Friend had made an End of the Aflairs 
that had carried him thither. However, 
thought I could not with Juſtice mind 
my own Pleaſures, whilſt a Perſon who 
was ſo dear to me ſuffer'd by my Ca- 
priciouſneſs. I abſented my ſelf from 


all Diverſions that offer'd, receiv'd 


but few Viſits, repaid none, and went 
as often as I could into the Country, 
whereby I at the ſame time indulg*d my 
own Melancholy, and humour'd my 
Husband. His Journey took him up 
between ſix and ſeven Months; at 
laſt he return'd, and the Pleaſure we 
had in ſeeing each other again was ſo 
great, that we thought our ſelves amply 
recompenced for all the Pain our Sepa- 
ration had coſt us. We began to lead 


the ſweeteſt and moſt agreeable Life 


imaginable z Don Alonzo viſited me fre- 
quently, and without Conſtraint ; Don 


Lewis gave him free Acceſs to his 


Houſe ; he ſaw his Services woll receiv- 
ed; and was aſſured of my Gratitude. 
[ had received ſuch ſtrong Proofs of his 
Fidelity, that I could not doubt of it; 
his Virtue was ſo much Miſtreſs of his 
Love, and his Deſires were ſo entirely 
ſubject to his own Reaſon, and my 
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Confidence was reciprocal, and without 


all my Actions, to give him an Ac- 


. 


Will, that he never diſcovered one Wiſh 
to me, whereof I could complain. Our 


Reſerve. All his Affairs were manag'd 
by my Advice, ahd I ſhould have ſunk 
under my Husband's rigorous Ulage, 
if I had not ben ſupported by the 
ſweet Conſolation}I end in his Friend- 
ſhip. But our Hpppineſs was too great 
to continue ng] My Husband had 
not been able to forbear telling ſome of 
his Friends after what manner Don Al. 
ban, falling imprudently in the Snare 


which Don Alonzo had laid for him, had 


taken upon himſelf the amorous Ad- 
venture of King Perion. This had come 
to the Ears of the Caſtillian, who ha- 
ving afterwards obſerved that I avoided 
him more carefully than uſual, did not 
doubt but it was the effect of the Con- 
tempt which his Impoſture had cauſed 
in me. He had at the ſame time ſome 
Suſpicion that Don Alonz9's Abſence was 
the Cauſe of my living ſo retired ; and 


he believed himſelf poſitively aſſured 


of it, when he was informed that he 


out any Oppofition from my Husband, 
and very agreeably by me ; for he had 
bribed one of my Servants, who watched 


had been received after his Return with- ſ - 


count 
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count of them: Finding himſelf then 
laughedat, ſcorned, ang ſacrificed, he bent 
all his Thoughts upopþ Vengeance. He 
had diſcovered that Erreceived Letters 
from Don Alonzo; wherefore he applied 
himſelf diligently to furprize one, and at 
laſt by the means of that perfidio!s 
Footman whom he thad ſuborned, he 
ſucceeded. Don Alonzo and I had agreed 
that he ſhould mention nothing open- 
ly of his Paſſion in his Letters; but 
that he ſhould ſpeak of me under the 
Name of Amodata, j young Lady of 
Saragoſſa, of ſingular Beauty, with 
whom, *twas ſaid, that he had once 
ſome thoughts of marrying, and who 
was then betrothed to another, and 
that whatever he ſhould ſay of his 
Aﬀection for her, I ſhould undeſtand 
as meant of his Paſſion for me. This 
wasthe Letter which fell into the Hands 
of the malicious Don Alban. 


7 N the laſt Converſation I had with 
Amodata, I diſcovered all her Merit, 
which till then I had known but im er- 
fectiy; I am charmed with it. She bas 
more greatneſs of Soul, more Charms in her © 
Temper, and more delicacy in ber Wit, 1 
than ever I have found in any Perſon E: | 
your Sex, unleſs it 1 * 72 Madam; 
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for you are the only one I know who can 
be compared to her. In fine, I feel my 
ſelf ſo ſtrongly induced to love her more 
than ever any one yet did love, that I 
ſhould think I bad done but little, if I had 
employed both my Fortune and Life in this 
Reſolution. Accordingly J may well make 
ber a freſh Proteſtation to live for the 
future only for her, to make her Will my 
Sovereign Law, and to prefer the honour 
| of her Favour to all the Riches upon 

arth. With theſe Sentiments how can I 
ſupport the diſpleaſure of ſeeing her in the 
Arms of another : For they talk of her 
Marriage as a thing concluded on. My Life 


is deſperate, if her Goodneſs does not com- 


ort me for the Injuſtice of Fortune, 1 
ſbould be aſhamed, Madam, to uſe you as 
my Confidaiit, if you had not commanded 
me, I know how unfit you are for ſuch 
an Office; but I hope by my Frankneſ; 
to deſerve one Day the honour of your 
Confidence. | 


Don Alban could not penetrate into 
the Senſe of this Letter; he was very 
gad that the Correſpondence between 

Don Alonzo and me was only a Confi- 
dence ; but very much vexed that he 
had not wherewith to convict me yet 


more. However, judging that this would 
* not 
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not be altogether uſeleſs for his deſigns, 
he went to Amodata's Father, and after 
having made a thouſand Proteſtations 
of Friendſhip to him, he added, that 
he thought himſelf obliged to apprize 
him of the Intelligence between Dor 
Alonzo and his Daughter, and his De- 
ſign to prevent her Marriage, as a 
Proof whereof he produced the Letter 
he had ſurprized. Amodata's Father was 
deceived by this Letter, as well as 


Don Alban; he went to his Daughter's 


Chamber, and after having aſked her 
a thouſand Queſtions about Don Alonzo's 

tended Paſſion for her, without be- 
ing able to get any inſight from her, he 
read to her the Letter that had been 
brought him, to try to convict her of 
holding a ſecret Correſpondence with 
him. Pat by the help of her Inno- 
cence, and the Truth, ſhe defended 
her ſelf ſo well, that her Father was 
only perſuaded that Don Alonzo loved 
her paſſionately, without being fully aſ- 
ſured that he intended to prevent her 
Marriage, and yet leſs, that ſhe con- 
ſented to ſuch an Attempt. He told 


his Thoughts to Don Alban, who not 


finding him ſufficiently provoked, pro- 
miſed him to clear up his Doubts in a 
little Time. In the mean while, the 
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reading the Letter put Amodata's Spi- 
rits into a ſtrange Confuſion, as I was 
informed by one of her Friends, to 
whom ſhe diſcloſed her Mind. She 
underſtood nothing by all this Myſtery ;. 
ſhe believed indeed that Don Alonzo 
might love herg, becauſe ſhe was ami- 
able, and handſme Women are pretty 
eaſy of Belief 'uport that Head; but ſhe 
could not conceive why he had con- 
cCealed his Paſſion from her with ſo 
ſo much Care. Nevertheleſs as People 
caſily flatter - themſelves, ſhe. had im- 
puted it to his Diſcretion, if ſhe had 
not feen at the ſame time that he had 
diſcloſed himſelf to me without ever 
having diſcovered his Love to her. She 
could then only aſcribe this Silence to 
the Timorouſneſs that uſually accompa- 
nies great Paſſions; inſomuch that he- 
ing pleaſed with his Love, ſhe was 
vexed that he had been ſo over- diſcreet 
o her, and ſo little upon his Guard 
o me. But when ſhe * to think 
of the laſt Converſation wherein Don 
Alonzo informed me that he had diſco- 
vered ſo much Merit in her, then ſhe 
was quite at a Joſs, for it was above a 
Month ſince Don Alonzo had ſpoken to 
her; and then their Converſation was. 


ſo ſhort, and fo plain, that ſhe. could 
| not 
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not comprehend how the could have 
diſcovered ſuch a delicate Wit, anda 
greatneſs of Soul the. Some Days 
after, when ſhe ſaw {him again with 
his uſugl Coldneſs, which ſhe thought 
proceeded from his Timorouſneſs, ſhe 
would have made hin take a little 
more Courage, by uſiffg him with Fa- 

_ miliarity ; ſhe was gyen eager to ſpeak 
to him, and aſked the reaſon of has Me- 
> lancholy and his Silence: In ſhort, ſhe 
+, gave him all manner of fayourable Op- 
, portunities to declare himſelf, if he had 
had any Declaration to make; but his 
Heart and his Thoughts were elſewhere. 
He hardly gave himſelf leave- to heark- 
en to what Amodata ſaid to him, and 
his Anſwers were ſo cool, that all this 
fair Maiden got was only the ſhame of 
having advanced a little too far, and 
the Opinion that Don Alonzo was the 


moſt whimfical Man in the World. 
Daon Alban, not ſatisfied with what he 


had done, brought the fame Letter to 
my Husband, that he might puſh his 
Vengeance yet farther ; and as he knew 
he was very ſuſceptible of Jealouſy, he 
made him eaſily comprehend, that Don 
Alonzo's making me the Confidant of 
his Amours with Amodata, was the 
Stratagem of an artful Lover, who 
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by pretending ſuch a great Affection 
for ſo fine a Lady, only deſigned to 
enhance more the value of the Sacri- 
fice he deſigned to make me of her, 
Don Lewis being perſuaded by this 
Diſcourſe, looked now on Don Alonzo 
only as a Man who intended to diſho- 


nour him, and forbid me ſe ing him, 
without explaining, to me the Reaſons 


that obliged him to it. I looked for 
no other than his miſtruitful Humour, 
which took Umbrage at every Thing, 
In the mean while the fatal Letter was. 
delivered into the hands of the Foot- 


man who betrayed us; he gave it to 
me, and 1 then had no ſuſpicion of 


his Treachery. [/abella de Boria, a Wo- 
man in Years, who had educated me 


and ſerved me from my Infancy, and 


who by her Fidelity, Complaiſance, and 
Friendſhip had deſerved all my Con- 


fidence, went by my Orders to find out 


Don Alonzo that very Night, and tell 
him the Prohibition that had been en- 
joined me. But to comfort him, ſhe 


aſſured him in my Name, that that 


had made no change in my Sentiments 
towards him, and that 1 would not 
avoid him in any publick Places, if he 
did not follow me with a too remarkable 


Affectation, which might encreaſe my 


Huſ- 
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Husband's Suſpicions. You would hard- 
ly believe with what Impatience he 
ſupported this Diſgrace it was ſo great 
that I ſhould have apprehended its be- 
traying us, if I had not been ſo well 
acquainted with his reſervedneſs. 1/a- 
bella brought me a Letter from him, 
wherein, after having ſaid all the mo- 
ving Things which a violent Grief 


could inſpire, he conjured me to aſſiſt 


him againſt his ill Fortune, which op- 
poſed his Paſſion, and not to obey ſo 
exactly the Orders I had receiv*d, as 
not to. ſuffer him to ſee me in private. 
He had begg'd 1/abella to perſuade me 
to it; but he had begg'd her ſo earneſt- 
ly, that ſhe could not avoid promiſing 
ſhe would. I was at firſt offended at this 
Demand, for I thought I could not 
with Decency grant a private Interview 
to a Man whom my Husband had for- 
bid me ſeeing.. 1/abella ſpoke for him, 
but not very earneſtly, for ſhe was pru- 
dent, and very well faw the Conſequence - 
of ſuch an Action. I reſolv'd then not 
only to refuſe him this Requeſt, but 
even to let him know that it diſpleas'd : 
me. He was ſo much afflicted at my. 
Denial, that Jabella, who carried him 
the Meſſage, was. mov'd at it; inſo- 
much, that from that Day, he by his-- 
E 5 Let- 
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Letters, and ſhe by her Sollicitations, 
never ceas'd tormenting me, to obtain 
a thing ſo contrary to my Honour. In 
ort, my Lord, their Obſtinacy ſur- 
mounted mine; and all that we had 
now to do, was to find out a Way to 
lee each other. Iſabella lay in the hind 
part of the Houſe joining to my Apart- 
ment, and her Chamber open'd upon 
Pair of Back- Stairs, which led down tc 
a Back- Door that went into a By-Strect 
She propos'd to me to let Don Alonzo in 
at this 1 and having ſhewn me 
that this might be done without Danger 
and without Scandal, I conſented, in 
Spite of the Reproaches of my Con- 
ſcience, to her Deſires. She went imme— 
diately to Don Alonzo to carry him the 
News, and apprize him to be at this 
Door about Nine at Night, becauſe 
then my Husband us'd to retire into his 
Cloſet till Eleven, Jabella not finding 
him at home, left the Order in Writing 
with his Servants, who gave it him at 
his Return, He could not wait till the 
Hour of our Interview to thank me, 
but did it the very Hour he receiv'd it, 
by a Note to this Effect: | 


Since 
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Since you continue to concern your ſelf in 


my Love to the fair Amodata, know, . 


Madam, that fhe has reſtor'd me to Life, + 


in giving me leave to viſit ber; for I can- 


not for the future be depriv'd of this Satiſ- 


fafion without dying. If. there remain'd 
any Part unconquer*d in my Heart, ſhe 
has compleated the Conqueſt by this Favour, 


Nothing will be wanting to ny Happineſs, 


if ſhe participates with me in the Impatience 
wherewith I expect the coming Night, 


which ſhe has appointed for my waiting on 


ben. 


— 


This Note Don Alonzo caus'd to be 


given to the treacherous Footman, Who 


had already betray'd me. This Villain 


carried it immediately to Don Alban, 


and Don Alban to Amodata's Father, 
who thought it not neceſſary to expoſtu- 


late any more with his Daughter, as 


deeming her already convicted by this 
Letter, He bent his Thoughts only up- 
on puniſhing him by whom he believ'd 


himſelf injur'd. To this end he placed 


Men at every Corner of the Houle, to 
ſurprize him when he ſhould come at 
the Hour appointed. For his own part, 
he paſs'd the Night arm'd at his Daugh- 


ter's Chamber-Door, who in the mean 


while 
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while ſlept the moſt peacefully in the 
World. In ſhort, he took a great deal 
of Pains to guard againſt an Evil where- 
with he was not at all threaten'd. My 
Husband, on the other hand, after ha- 
ving ſeen the Note thro* Don Alban's 
Care, thought he could not do better, 


to break off a Correſpondence which 


was diſpleaſing to him, than to hurry 
me into the Country. I was oblig*d to 


ſet out that very Hour, without being 


ableto apprize Don Alonzo of this Change. 
As ſoon as we arrived there, Don Lewis 


 ſhew'd me this laſt Letter; he likewiſe 


diſcovered to me that he had ſeen the 


bother, and reproach'd me in very ſharp 
Terms with being the ſhameful Confi- 


dant of Don Alonzo's Amours, I ſuſ- 


fer'd it very patiently, altho' I well 


knew I did not deſerve it, being very 
glad that his Suſpicions went no farther, 
than to beheve me the Confidant of an 
Intrigue, wherein I acted the chief part. 


I édefer'd not a Moment relating the 


whole Story to 1/abella ; after which we 
call'd the Traytor who had been in- 


truſted with theſe Notes, not being a- 


ble to comprehend how they had been 


intercepted. On my firſt aſking him 
the Queſtion, he chang'd Colour; on 
my repeating it a ſecond Time, he 


threw 
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threw himſelf: at: my Feet, begg'd my 


Pardon for; his Treachery, and con- 
fels'd that having been corrupted by 
Don Alban's Preſents, he had delivered 
him the Letters which Don Alonzo wrote 
to me, and that Dan Alban had ſhown. - 
them to Amodata's Father, and my Huſ- 
band. I was very glad that I had diſ- 
covered his Villany, and that I knew 
the real Situation of my Affairs. I. 
gave notice thereof to Don Alonzo by a 
Canal that I judg*d more certain; to 
which he anſwered, that ſince my gi- 
ving him leave to viſit me had not been 
diſcovered, he conjur'd me to conſent. 
to his making a better Uſe of it than 
he had as yet done. Altho”.I was greatly 
averſe to the granting this, I nevertheleſs 
agreed to it, hoping that the Difficulty 
would ſtagger him; but] did not reflect, 
that nothing is difficult to a Lover. We 
had then in our Country ſeveral Com- 
anies of Vagabonds, who, under the 
ame and Diſguife of Gypſies, and 
with falſe Promiſes of knowing Things 
to come, and informing thoſe who con- 
ſult them what their Fortune will be, 
inſinuated themſelves into Houſes, and 
committed a- Thouſand Thefts. For 
the Captain of theſe Don Alonzo ſent, 
and by the Help of ſome Money, 
gained 
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ain'd Admiſſion amongſt them for a 
mall time, with this Provifo likewiſe, 
that they ſhould follow him wherever 
he pleas'd to conduct them. There- 
upon having .immediatelyj put on their 
Garb, he went to join their main Body, 
in a Village pretty near ours, and wrote 
to me to beg me next Evening to ſhel- 
ter a Company of Gypſies Who would 
come to aſk me that Favour ; that he 


would be one of them, and that in be- 


ing one Night at my Houle, it would 
not be difficult: for me to find tome Op- 
portunity of converſing with him. I 
approv'd of this Stratagem, and ac- 
cordingly next. Morning went- at - the 
Hour I thought they might come, and 
walk'd before our Gate, promiſing my 
ſelf no ſmall Pleaſure in ſeeing Don 
Aonzo in his Gyſſies Equipage; tho* I 
had nevertheleſs a ſecret Apprehenſion 
all the Time that the Succeſs of this Un- 
dertaking would not prove fortunate. 
Alas! my Fears were not vain; for 
that fatal Day was the Original of all 
my Misfortunes. Whilſt I was thus 
flattering my ſelf very agreeably with 
the Idea of Pleaſures, which I thought 
my ſelf upon the point of taſting in 
the Converſation of my dear Don Alon- 
20, I ſaw five or ſix of theſe Gypfies run- 

; ning N 
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ning full ſpeed à croſs the Fields. Aſſoon 


as they perceived me, they fell at my 
Feet, and begged me with an Eager- 
neſs, the Cauſe whereof I could not 
divine, to conceal them quickly in my. 
Houſe, becauſe, as they ſaid, they were 
purſued by. their Enemies. I did ſo 
on account of. Don Alonzo, altho? I did 
not perceive: him amongſt them. My 
Husband who happened to come in, 
and did not very well approve of my 
harbouring ſuch. ſort of Cattle, pre- 
vented me by his Preſence from aſking 
the Reaſon of their Flight, and whether 
they would not be followed by ſome + 
of their Companions. . I was ſo much 
diſturbed, that not being able to bear 
my Uneaſineſs, I went with //abella, aſſoon 
as I could get rid of my Husband, to - 
find them in a Chamber where they 
had given them Houſe-room. They 
informed me that ſome Peafants ha- 
ving complained of their pilfering, the 
Alcalde of a neighbouring Village with 
ſeveral Archers had purſued them, and 
ſeized ſeveral, amongſt others, added 
they, 2 Centleman of Saragoſſa, Who 
h cmuiaced their Profeſſion but two 
Þ-/-. that as for them, they had faved 
tl. t by Flight, and taken ſhel- 
ter wun me. Judge, my Lord, what 
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I felt at this Diſcourſe; I ſaw, on one 
hand, a Man, who was dearer to me 
than my own Life ready to be treated 
like a Scoundrel; and on the other, I 
had all the reaſon in the World to be 
apprehenſive that this misfortune would 
occaſion the Diſcovery of a Correſpond- 
ence, which, tho* innocent, might diſ- 
honour me, and expoſe me to my Hul- 
bands ill Uſage. The Dread of this pol- 
ſeſſed my Mind all Night, and would 
not. ſuffer me to cloſe my Eyes, when 
all on a ſudden I heard in our Court- 
yard a. great Noiſe of confus'd Voices. 
Don Lewis being. awakened thereby, 
roſe up from me with all. ſpeed, and 
went down himſelf to know the Reaſon 
of this Uproar. In the Condition where- 
in I then was, every thing redoubled 
my Fears; this Alarm made them in- 
tolerable, and put me in a ſtrange 
Conſternation. In about a quarter of 
an Hour my Husband entered the 
Room in a great Emotion, followed by 
ſome Footmen, and drawing near the 
Bedſide ; ſee here, ſaid he, the Effects 
of your Prudence, and the Gratitude of 
the Gueſts you have entertained here. At 
theſe Words,. he. cauſed ſeveral pieces 
of Plate to be laid upon the Bundles of 
Linnen, and other Goods which our 
Gypfees 
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Gypſies had already ſtolen, after 
breaking open divers. Locks ; and they 
would undoubtedly have taken a great 
deal more, if they had not been diſ- 
covered by one of our Domeſticks, 
who by chance happened not to be a- 
fleep. Amongſt this heap of Plunder 
I perceived a Caſket which 1 imme- 
diately knew belonged] to me. Some 
of this vagabond Gang muit have got 
even into my — Room to take it. 


I would have concealed it with a cer- 


tain Earneſtneſs, which gave my Huſ- 
band a Curioſity to open it, He did 


fo, and unfortunately found therein Don 
Alonzo*s laſt Letter, wherein he ſent 
me word that he would come and ſee 


me in the Diſguiſe of a G. He 
read it from one End to the other, 
and diſcovered thereby that Don Alonzo 
loved me, that I ſuffered his Af- 
fection, and what afflicted me yet more, 
that we had acted in Concert to ſee 
each other ſecretly, and by Night. He 
imagined that the End of ſuch an in- 
terview muſt neceſſarily be Criminal, 
and finding that Don Alban's Informa» 
tions and Suſpicions were juſtified there- 
by, he flew into ſuch a violent Paſ- 
ſion and Fury againſt me, that the 
Servants who were by, were appre> 


henhve- 
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henſive of his atttemping my Life, 
FE let him vent his firſt Fury without 
making him any Anſwer ; at laſt, after 
the greateſt Tranſports were over, I 
only ſaid to him theſe few Words: I 
am guilty, my Lord, in having been 
willing to ſee Don Alonzo after your 
Command to the contrary : I am impru- 
dent for having conſented to an Inter- 
view, which was liable to be diſcovered 
and miſconſtrued- :- But altho* Appear- 
ances are againſt me, and you ought 
to give more Credit to them than to 
my Words, I dare neverthe'eſs proteſt 
to you that my Intention has not been 
in the leaſt. criminal. Tis true, Don 
Aonzs does love me; tis likewife true, 
that I have permitted it; but it is alſo 
true that I never found any thing but 
what was honourable in his Friendſhip, 
and that the Conſent I. gave thereto 
was entirely Innocent. And it is yet 
more true, replied my Husband in a 
furious Tone, that if I can't prevent 
Don Alonz0's loving you, I will at leaſt 
hinder his diſcovering it to you, and 
your ſuffering. it. After theſe Words 
he left my Chamber, and ran to that 
where theſe Vagabonds were, . hoping 
to find Don Alonzo amongſt them, but 
was informed by them. that he had been 

1 taken 
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taken the Night before, together with 
ſeveral of their Comrades, by an Alcalde, 
in the Neighbourhood... My Husband: 
would not ſtay till Sun-riſing to go to 
this Alcalde, but went that very Hour, 
and cauſed thoſe Wretches whom he 
had ſeized: in his Houſe to be carried 
along with him. He thought to have 
found Den Alonzo in the Priton-to which 
he was conducting them ; and propo- 
ſed to himſelf no leſs than to proſe- 
cute him for a Thief. But the Alcalde 
had ſet him at Liberty, on his diſcover- 
ing who he was, and finding by his 
own Confeſſion that his Diſguiſe was. 
only a Piece of Gallantry, and by his 
Liberality, that he was not an Accom- 
plice in the Pilferings of thoſe Wretches 
whoſe Habit he had put on. Hereupon 
my Husband returned very much vex- 
ed ; for eight Days he was extremely 
thoughtful and uneaſy; he ſpoke not a 
Word to me, and took two or three 
Journies to Saragoſſa. At laſt he de- 
clared to me that Vaca de Caſtro, my 
Uncle, had been named Governour of 
Peru, that ſeveral Perſons of 9 
were to accompany him on this Voy- 
age; that they would return Joaden. 
with Riches, wherewith that Empire 


abounded ; that he had reſolved to be 
| . O86: 
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one of that Number, and to take me 


with him; Wherefore I muſt prepare, 


my ſelf to ſet out for Seville in eight 
Days, and for Saragoſſa in an Hour. 
He did. not add that his Jealouſy was 
the principal Motive of his Depar- 
ture, and that his Mind would not be at 
reſt till he had interpoſed the whole 
Breadth of the Globe betwen Don 
Alonzo and: me. I was infinitely ſurpri-- 
zed at this News; however I diſſem- 
bled it before my Husband, who had 


his Eyes upon me, and obſerved all 


the Motions of my Countenance. We 
went then to. Saragoſſa, Don Lzowis 
very well ſatisfied with having found 
a. Way to free himſelf from thoſe jea · 
lous Alarms which, tormented him, 
and to increaſe his Eſtate, which . was 
already large enough to ſatisfy any One 
whoſe Deſires were not ſo extravagant 


as his ; and I. infinitely afflicted at being 
forced to quit my Country, my Parents, 


and my Friends; and not to conceal 
any Thing from you, yet much more 


afflicted at being forced to part from 
Don Alonzo, to ſatisfy my Husband's 


Humour. In the mean while, the Pre- 
91 for our Voyage informed the 


ublick thereof. All our Friends came 


to viſit us, and teſtify their Sorrow for 


our 
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me, as ſhe pretended, ſome Goods the 
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our Departure; ſeveral of them even 
endeavoured to diſſuade Don Lewis 
from it, but in vain : Don Alonzo only 
did not come, becauſe he durſt not. 
He had been informed by 1/abella of 
the laſt Misfortune that had happened 
by the Letter's being ſurprized, and that 
the Conſideration of his Love had 
contributed more than any Thing elſe to 
the making my Spouſe take a Reſolution 
which was going to render me wretch- 
ed. He ſeemed much concerned there- 
at, and begged her to contrive ſome 
Opportunity for him to take his leave 
of me. He begged this ſo earneſtly, 
that the Examples of what was paſt 
were not of ſufficient Force to deter 
her from agreeing to it. She promiſed 
to open him the back Door about the 
beginning of the Night, to conduct him 
into her Chamber, and to bring me 
thither without my knowing that he 
was to be there; becauſe, added the, 
after what is paſſed, my Lady will never 
conſent to expoſe herſelf to a freſh 
Diſgrace. The Thing was executed as 
ſhe had propoſed; 1/abella received 
Don Alonzo in hoe Chamber at the Hour 
appointed, and having hid him in a large 
Cupboard, came to fetch me, to ſhew 


had 
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had bought for my Voyage. After 
ſhe had ſhewn me them, this is not all, 
Madam, ſaid ſhe, I muſt alſo give you 
an Account of the Difcourſe J had to 
Day with Don Alonzo, Common Re- 
port had already informed him of the 
Deſign of your Voyage, and I have told 
him that he is the principal Cauſe of 
it; whereupon I ſaw ſo many Marks 
of Deſpair in his Face, that I could not 
forbear promiſing him that he ſhould 
Tee you before your Departure. Im- 
prudent /abella, ſaid I to her, have you 
forgot my Husband's laſt Paſſion, and 
did you not reflect « tr the Danger to 
which you expoſe me? I love Don Alonzo, 
and I owe a great deal to his Affection, 
but I owe yet more to my Reputation, 
which you hazard too lightly. Don't 
complain of me, Madam, reply'd ſhe 
without being moved, the Fault I have 
committed may be ealily remedy'd. 
Don Alonzo was to have come to Night, 
but ſince you will not have it ſo, I muſt 
ſhut the back Door which I. had left 
open; he will retire when he finds it 
ſhut: On ſaying this, ſhe pretended to 
be going to ſhut it. But, 'tis true, I had 
not the Reſolution to deprive my ſelf 
voluntarily of a Pleaſure, which I de- 


fired with all my Heart. 1/abella, == 
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I then, how haſty you are; you ought 
not to have promiſed Don Alonzo that he 
ſhould ſee me, nor have made me hope 
for it; it would have been eaſier for 
me to have denied myſelf that Pleaſure 
if you had not told me of it, than to 
forego it, after having once fed my ſelf 
with the Expectation thereof. Let him 
come then, 1/abzlla, ſince you would have 
it ſo; but, good God, take care that 
he is not ſeen by any one. He ſhall 
only be ſeen by you and me, reply'd 
Iſabella, for he is already juſt by you, 
and ſo ſaying, ſhe went to let him out 
of his hiding Place. He came and 
threw himſelf at my Feet, and embrac- 
ing my Knees, I muſt Joſe you then, 
Madam, ſaid he, and reſolve to ſee my 
ſelt ſeparated from you by an immenſe 
Space, and that perhaps for ever: 
All the Fruits then of a Paſſion which 
you have not condemned, and which 
is too great not to laſt for ever, muſt 
be a cutting Regret, and a mortal Grief. 
It muſt be fo, Don Alonzo, laid I, ſince 
Heaven de: rees it. But if your Sorrow 
can be alleviated by the Knowledge of 
mine, reſt aſſured that my Pain is 
equal toyours, that you are the only, or 
at leaſt the principal Cauſe, and that 
whateyer Croſſes our Friendſhip had 
| met 
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met with, I could not have been unhap- 
Py, if I could have lived in the ſame 
Place with Don Alonzo, Ah, Madam, 
replied he, how miſerable do theſe o- 
bliging Words, which would have made 
me happy at another Time, render me 
at preſent! I don't know the Treaſure 
I poſſeſs, till I am juſt upon the Point 
of loling it, and dare hardly hope ever 
to find it again. He ſtopt ſhort at 
theſe Words, then beginning again on 
a ſudden: But, Madam, added he, 
if it be true that my Preſence 1s not 
indifferent to you, why don't you. com- 
mand me to follow you, at leaſt why 
don't you permit me to do it? Are 
you afraid of doing me any Violence, 
in ordering me to quit a Place where 
you are not? Or do you doubt my 
executing this Order with extreme Plea- 
ſure? If you doubt this, Madam, you 
doubt my Love. Tis neither this Doubt, 
reply'd I, nor this Fear which prevents 
my laying a Command on you, which, 
if I 2m not miſtaken, you would obey 
without Repugnance, and theExcecution 
whereof would comfort me in the Grief 
I feel at preſent: But I have other 
Doubts and other Fears which reſtrain 
me, and which ought to reſtrain you. 
I fear my Husband, and I doubt the 
Fore Publick 
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Publick would interpret your Voyage 
to the Diſadvantage of my Reputation. 
You may eaſily judge, Don Alonzo, to 


what this Conſideration obliges me. 


It is not ſufficient for our Friendſhip to 
be innocent, it mult either appear to be 
as it is, or be concealed from all the 
World. However it would be known, 
and would certainly be miſconſtrued, 
if People were to ſee you leave your 
Country, and the Settlements which 
ought to detain you there, without any 
Pretence, to come to a Place to which 
my Deſtiny baniſhes me. And if the 
Publick ſhould not be inclin& of them 
[elves to this Conjecture, they would 
be incited to it by my Husband's 
Jealouſy, which undoubtedly would 
break out. Abandon me then to my 
Misfortunes, Don Alonzo, remain hap- 
py if you can, whilſt my ill Fortune is 
going to baniſh me from the World, 
and far from you. Our Hearts are 
not ſubject to her Empire, Jet us pre- 


ferve their Union in ſpite of her Ca- 


prices, and let them continue inſepa- 
rable in . ſpite of Time and Abſence. 
Whilſt T was talking thus, Dun Alonzo's 
Affliction did not appear to me ſo great 
as it ought to have been. Hu ſeemed 


to comtort himſelf at my Diſcourſe, 
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which ought to have pierced his Heart, 
if his Heart had been as tender as! 
believed it. As for me, I could not 
ſupport ſuch a cruel and unſeaſonable 
Inſenſibility, but was ſo oppreſſed with 
Grief that I fell down in a Swoon. The 
Cries of [/abella drew my Husband 
thither, and made Don Alonzo fly. I 
continued a conſiderable Time in a 
Swoon, and when I recovered from it, 
was ſeized with the moſt exquiſite Grief 
that ever I had felt. Ir grew yet more 
violent, when being upon the Point of 
leaving Saragoſſa, and ſeveral both of 
my Husband's Friends and mine being 
come to viſit us, whilſt others waited 
for us on the Road, and ſome accom- 
panied us as far as Calatajud, Don Alon- 
zo was the only one who gave me no 

| Demonſtrations of his Concern, after 
| having received ſo. many of my Affec- 
| tion. This made me imagine that in 
being denied the Pleaſure: of ſeeing me, 

| he had loſt the Deſire of ſeeing me 
| again; and I ſet out with this inſup- 
1 rtable Addition to my Sorrow, over 
and above ſo many others wherewith I 
was overwhelmed, We arrived then 
at Seville, where my Uncle received us 
very kindly, and ſome Days after we 


embarked, I thall not relate to you all 
| | the 
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the Fatigues we ſuffered in our Voyage; 
I ſhall only tell you that after having 
met with ſeveral great Storms we 
arrived at Nombre 4 

we had expected; that after having 


Dio later than 


croſſed the Continent to Panama, we 
re- imbarked for Peru in a Veſſel but 
ſorrily fitted out; that the Wind was 


ſo contrary to us in this Courſe, that 
having loft an Anchor, we were carried 
by the Currents.into the Gulph of Gor- 
gona, a Place ſo dangerous, that when 


a Ship 1s once driven thither, *tis very 


difficult for her to get clear. After a 


Thouſand vain Efforts which the Go- 
vernour put the Mariners upon trying, 


to get the Ship out, he reſolved to con- 


tinue his Journey by Land: The Way 
was long and tireſome. We paſſed over 
very rugged Mountains, and croſſed very 


rapid. Rivers, and at laſt arrived in Peru. 


All theſe Fatigues ſo ſevere to a Perſon 
of my Sex, and the Life I led ſo dif- 
ferent from that wherein I was brought 
up, would perhaps have been ſupport- 


- able to me, if that ingrate Don Alonzo had 
not continually taken up my Thoughts, 


and plunged me into a Sorrow which 


nothing could alleviate. Lou have 
heard how the Governour re-eſtabliſh'd 
Order. in this: Kingdom, by the Battle 
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of Chu pas, which he gained againſt the 
Almegros, and how Blaſco-Nougnez: Vela 
having been ſent to ſucceed him, cauſe 
him to be ſeized with abundance of 
Indignity and Injuſtice. My Husband 
being piqued at ſuch an Affront's being 
done to a Perſon ſo nearly related to 
him, eſpouſed the Party of Gonſalvo 


Pizarro, who had taken up Arms a- 


gainſt the Viceroy. The ſucceſs of this 
Action was not ſo fortunate, as the 
Motive was honourable. Pizarro ſaw 
me and became diſperately in Love with 
me. The Boldneſs which is natural to 
him being ſtrengthened by an almoſt 
abſolute Power, which he had arro- 

ted to himſelf, he diſcovered in 


| Peru, what he had avoided in Spain, 


and was upon the point of coming to 


- Extremities. As for me, I was fo fa- 


tigued therewith, -that I conjured my 
Spouſe a hundred Times to go over 
to the Viceroy's ſide; and he had done 
ſo, if he could have done i it honourably, 
and if he had not haped that the Af- 
fairs which Pizarro undertook would 


divert him from his Love. The War, 


which this Rebel carry'd on againſt 
Blaſco-Nugnez, was attended, as you 
know, with various Succeſs, and was 


not decided till the Battle of Quito, 
where 


——— — — ä — — 


Diana PDE CAsTRo. 125 


where the Viceroy was killed, and 
my Husband loſt his Life, in defend- 
ing a Party whoſe.Cauſe was bad, but 
to which he thought himſelf ingaged 
ig Honour. Thus I remained expoſed 
to Misfortunes, . wherewith Zirita no 
doubt has acquainted. you,.. and which 
would have overwhelmed me, if I had 
not been relived by her Friendſhip and 
Induſtry, . and if your Goodneſs, my 
Lord, had not induced you to protect 
an unfortunate Woman, who cannot be 
altogether. miſerable as long as you are 
pleaſed to aſliſt her; tho? ſhe will never- 
theleſs eſteem herſelf very unhappy, as 
long as Fortune deprives her of the 
Means to teſtify to you what a grateful 
Senſe ſhe has of your good Offices. 

Diana could not refrain her Tears 
on finiſhing her Hiſtory ; and the falſe 
Bica, to whom it was not new, took a 
ſingular Pleaſure in receiving ſuch 
ſtrong Aſſurances of the conſtant Friend. 
ſhip of the Perſon he adored; he likewiſe 
heard ſeveral particulars of his own 
Adventures whereof he had been till 
then 1gnorant ; but he could not ſuffer 
the Outrage which Diana's Suſpicions 
did to his known Fidelity and Love. Don 
Aonzo undertook the Defence of Don 
Alonzo accuſed, and repreſented to his 
- F 3 Miſtreſs, 
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Miſtreſs, . all that might prevent her 
Judging amiſs of her Lover. Perhaps, 
ſaid he to her, at this very Time 
when you are accuſing him of Ingrati- 
tude, he is thinking of you with infinite 
Tenderneſs; perhaps he has followed 
you acroſs the Seas, without daring to - 
diſcover. himſelf” to you; perhaps you 
will one Day repent of having. paſſed ' 
ſuch an. injurious Judgment upon a. 
Perſon: whom you did not honour 
with your Friendſhip, till after you had 
Judged. him worthy of your. Eſteem. 
Don't you know. that our Reaſonings 
and our Conjectures are often con- 
founded by unforeſeen Events? Take 
Care then that you don't condemn un- 
juſtly a Man whom you ought to ab- 
ſolve if. he ſhould; be guilty. Theſe 
Words flattered Diana very agreeably, . 
baniſhing from her mind an Impreſſion 
that afflicted her, and filling her with the 
moſt pleaſing Thoughts. After this the 
falſe Juca endeavoured: to. mitigate the 
Senſe of the preſent State of her Fortune. . 
He repreſented to. her that fince Heaven 
had extricated her from ſuch. imminent 
Dangers, and advanced her Deliverance 
ſo far, ſhe ought to believe that it would 
accompliſh it; that no Care nor Service 
of his ſhould- be wapting to bring — a- 
beer: | * 
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bout in a ſhort Time ; that he was ready 
to ſacrifice his Fortune and his Life to 
render her happy, and that he would 
promiſe not to forſake her till he had 
conducted her into Spain, or any other 
Place which ſhe ſhould chooſe for her Re- 
treat. Diana anſwered that ſhe could only 
attribute ſo much Goodneſs to the ſame 
Generoſity which ſhe had already ſo 
advantagiouſly experienced; that there- 
fore as ſhe believed his. Offers ſincere, 
ſhe would not make a falſe Uſe of his 
Civility, in refuſing them when her ill 
Fortune ſhewed ſo plainly that ſhe ſtood 
in need of them; that her Deſire was to 
ſee her ſelf again in Spain; for, my 
Lord, added ſhe with a deep Sigh, you 
may well judge, after what I have told 
you, that my Heart is there. But after 
all, purſued ſhe, perhaps I ſhould not 
conſent to your undertaking ſo long a 
Voyage, if Hain did not deſerve your 
Curioſity ; and if I did not know that 
the Sight of our Countries, which are 
ſo different from theſe, will make you 
A mend«s for part of the Trouble you will 
undergo in conducting me thither. Ma- 
dam, reply'd the Juca, I pretend to no 
other Recompence for the Services I 
ſhall do you, than the Satisfaction of 
having done them: And, to tell you all 
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at once, if your @6wn Merit did not 
oblige me to laboyr, to the utmoſt of 
my Power, to reſtofe you to that Tran- 
quility whereof Fortune has deprived 
you, I ſhould be ifgaged to it, by the 
Pleaſure I ſhall have in reſtoring you to 
the Sight of the Man who has been able 
to deſerve the Honpur of being in Diſ- 
grace with you, and to put it in your 
Power to ſatisfy your ſelf as to your 
Suſpicions of his Fidelity. Depend 
then for your Return upon the Care I 
am going to take, and believe it ſhall 
be delayed no longer than the Time 
that it will require to make the neceſſa- 
ry Preparations. Diana received theſe 
Promiſes with an extreme Joy; and, 
when ſhe mentioned them to Zirita, ei- 
ther to teſtify her Satisfaction to her, 
or her Gratitude to her Brother, ſhe 
found her no leſs paſſionate for her In- 
tereſts. I will ſecond my Brother in his 
Deſigns, ſaid Zirita, I will accompany- 
him in his Voyage, and, if you love me 
well enough to be willing I ſhe uld unite 
my Fortune to yours, I will never leave 
you. I have been inſtructed in your 
Religion, I am ſenſible of the Errors 
of mine, I want nothing but Baptiſm, 
which J hope to receive through your 
Means in Spain. At thefe Words Diana 

embraced. 
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embraced her, acceþted her Offers, and 


promiſed to treat Her, as long as ſhe 


lived, with the Confidence of a Friend, 
and the Tenderneſsſof a Siſter. In the 
mean while the Tic prepared all things 
for their Departure he cauſed a Bri- 
gantine to be built to fall down the 
River of Amazons; he cauſed all neceſ- 
ſary Proviſions to beimade, and aſſem- 
bled together the Indians whom he de- 
ſigned to take with him in this Voyage. 


The Weakneſs which ſtill remained of 
his Wound, was a great Hindrance to 


his acting with all that Diligence which 
his Love required. But Zirita being in- 
cited by the ſame Motive, ſupplied his 


Defect, and left him all the Time at Li- 


berty to entertain Diana. He converſed 
with her ſo agreeably, entered with ſuch 
Addreſs into all herSentiments, and ſpoke 


of her Love and her Lover in a man- 


ner ſo conformable to her own Wiſhes, 


that ſhe no longer found any Pleaſure 
or Conſolation but with him. But what 


attached her to him more ſtrongly was, 


the Image of Don Alonzo, which ſhe e- 
very Day obſerved more and more in 
the ca, or rather Don Alonzo himſelf, 
who attracted her by the ſecret Ties 


wherewith their Souls were united. This 


Affection at firſt ſooth'd the falſe Ju- 
Fs ca's 
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cas Paſſion very agreeably; but at laſt; 
as Love renders thoſe who are infected 


with it ingenious to be their own Tor- 


mentors, ſo many clear and tender 
Proofs as he received every Moment of 


Diana's Fidelity, could not defend his 


Mind. from the moſt fantaſtical Jealouly - 


that perhaps ever tormented a Lover, 
Diana was ſo well pleaſed with the falſe 
Yuca, and complained fo often of Don 


Alonzo, that Don Alonzo grew jealous. 
of the falſe Bica, and was troubled at. 
ſeeing the Perſon he repreſented treated - 
ſo favourably, whilſt he was accuſed 
with ſo. much Injuſtice himſelf in his 


own. real Perſon. He envy'd himſelf 
Diana's Aſſiduity, and was diſpleaſed at 
her granting Favours to a Barbarian, 


which ſhe had never granted to his 


Love; not conſidering that it was that 


ſame Love made her grant them to this 


Barbarian; He endeavoured often to 
cure himſelf of his. Error, by. putting 


Diana on all Occaſions upon talking ot 


Don Alonzo, by juſtifying him eagerly ; 


and trying by a thouſand - Fetches to 
make her confeſs, that ſhe thought her 
ſelf beloved by him, without being ſa- 
tisfied with hearing her ſay. every Mo- 


ment, that ſhe loved him in ſpite of 
his. Infidelity, But Love, deriding his 
55 SBtratagem, 
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Stratagem, made uſe of it againſt him. 
ſelf, and managed it ſo that Diana, 
without allowing his Juſtifications, took . 
a Pleaſure in hearing them, and was 
charmed with her Landlord's Converſa- 
tion, becauſe he ſpoke to her in her 
Lover's Favour. Whilſt this unfortunate 
Lover conſider'd only a fallacious Ap- . 
pearance, which tormented him, with- 
out examining the Cauſe, which was fa- 
vourable to him, how often, when 
Diana came to ſeek him, was he cempt- - ; 
ed to reproach her for her Goodneſs? * 
How often, when ſhe aſſured him of 
her Gratitude and Friendſhip, was he 
upon the point of calling her ingrateful 
and faithleſs? In ſhort, being agitated 
with this ſo extraordinary Paſſion, he re- 
doubled his Care to haſten their Depar- 
ture, that he might, as ſoon as poſlible, 
deliver up Diana to Don Alonzo, and 
deliver himſelf from his Rival. All 
things being ready, Diana, Ziria, and 
Don Alon xo, followed by ſixty. Indians, 
imbarked upon the vaſt River of Ama- 
2045, which 1: the largeſt of all the Ri- 
vers in the World. The Beginning of 
their Navigation was proſperousz but 
Fortune, which was not wea ry of per- 
ſecuting them, croſſed their Voyage by 


very melancholy Accidents, They were 
often 
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often attacked by the Barbarians who 
inhabited the Borders of this River, and 
found themſelves often aſſaulted by 
their Arrows, and ſurrounded by their 
Canoos: Frequently their Brigantine - 
was ready to periſh amongſt the Sands, 
and be daſhed in pieces againſt the 
Rocks; but the Ynca's Valour and 
Prudence ſurmounted all theſe Obſta- 
cles, when he was plunged in a Misfor- 
tune too great for his Foreſight, or his 
Addreſs, They were arrived in the 
Country of the Amazons; the falſe Y- 
ca made them caſt Anchor, and went a- 
ſhore accompanied by ſix [ndians, to 
buy ſome Proviſions whereof they ſtood 
in need. It was at the Seaſon of the 
'Year when the Inundations of: this fa- 
mous River, like thoſe of the Nile, be- 
ginning to abate, the Waters run, iato - 
the Ocean with a dreadful Impetuoſity. 
The Brigantine was driven by the Tor- 
rent with ſuch Violence, that the Ca- 
Bles which faſtened her to her Anchors, 
not being able to ſuſtain the Shock, 
broke at the ſame Time, and let the 
Veſſel go at the Will of the Waves. It 
was carried a good Way before they 
could uſe the Rudder, and when they 
could, the Shelves and Sands which lie 
a-long the Shores, rendering them very 
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dangerous for large Veſlels, they were 
obliged to keep in the Channel, without 

being able to ſtop for want of Anchors, 
or land for want of a Boat; the Yuca 
having taken that which was provided 

for the Aſſiſtance of the Brigantine to . 
carry him a-ſhore. Tis eaſy to divine 
the Surprize of the Indians, on ſeeing: 

themſelves in this Danger, and having 

only Proviſions for a few Days; but it 
would be difficult to imagine how great 
was the Aſtliction of Diaua and Zirita, 

on being ſeparated from the Zuca, Who 
was ſo dear to them, without _— 

hardly to hope to ſee him again, and 
abandoning him to the Mercy of theſe 

cruel Nations. They immediately call 

ed together the moſt experienced of the 

Ship's Crew, that they might reap from 
z their Advice ſome Relief in their pre- 

ſent Misfortune. They informed them, 

that theſe Countries were inhabited by 

a warlike Race of Women, who go- 

7 verned and defended themſelves, with- 

out ſubmitting themſelves to Men, or 1 

demanding any Aſſiſtance from them; , || 

and that they never had any Communi- |} 

cation with them but for the Preſerva- 

tion of their Race, That to that End 

they ſomctimes even made Incurſions | 

2 upon their Neighbaurs, and ang "= 
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the; beſt-ſhap'd Men, whom they kept 
in a long but eaſy Captivity ; that they 
were formidable to their Enemies, but 
very tractable to ſuch as came to them 
in. Peace; that neither the Buca, nor 
thoſe who accompanied him, being ig- 
norant of theſe things, nor being in a 
Capacity, or in a ſufficient Number, ei- 
ther to attack or reſiſt them, they would 
certainly receive all Manner of good 
Uſage from them; that they having 
deſigned, from the Time of their De- 
parture to 55 to the Ille of 7 rinity, the 
Nica, in al Probability, would endea- 
vour to repair thither, and.avoid falling 
into the Hands of theſe Amazons, or 
would. make his Eſcape, if his ill For- 
tune ſhould force him amongſt them. 
This Diſcourſe filled Diana and Zirita 
with freſh Hopes. It was reſolved then to 
ſteer their Courſe towards this Iſland, 
and in the mean while to retrench their 
daily Allowance, to make the Proviſi- 
ons hold out, expecting always ſome Aſ- 
ſiſtance from the Indians, who are conti- 
nually failing upon this River. But 
they were deceived in their Expectati- 
ons, for they were carried by the Cur- - 
rent into the open Sea, without .meet- 
ing any one who would aſſiſt them. The 


Wind * to be favourable, | 
they v 
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they ſteered their Courſe Northward, J 
and coaſting a-long the Shore, arrived 
fortunately at the Ille of Trinity, There 


they remained ſeveral Weeks without 


hearing any News of the Luca; Diana 
and Zirita ſpent whole Days in Expe- 
cation of ſome Veſſel's bringing him 
to them; but their Hopes were inter- 
mixed with a thouſand Fears: They 
were apprehenſive of the Cruelty of all 
the barbarous Nations who inhabited the. . 
Countries adjacent to where they had 
leſt him. The Hazards he muſt run in 
croſſing the Seas in ſuch flight Veſſels 


as they uſed in thoſe Parts redoubled 


their Fears, and even the Love of the 
Amazons gave them ſome Diſquiet. 
They were one Day in theſe Thoughts, 
when they perceived ſomething floating 
upon the Waves, which the Diſtance 
hindered them from diſtinguiſhing. As it 
drew nearer they imagined they ſaw the 
Figures of Men, but could not diſcern. . 
upon what they were ſupported. Some- 
times they believed they were ſome _ 
miſerable Sailors, who had eſcaped from 
Shipwreck upon ſome ſhattered Planks; | 
at other times they imagined they were 
Tritons ſporting upon the Water during 
the Calm; and now and then their 


Hearts preſaged ſomething better, and 
made 
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made them doubt whether it might not 
be the HBica. It was him indeed, who 
atJaſt came a-ſhore upon a Hurdle, but 
ſo weary, chat he fell down upon the 
Sand at his landing. His Companions 
in this Adventure, who had come after 
the ſame manner as he, were in no bet- 
ter Condition. Diana, and the Indian 
her Companion, durſt not approach 
them, not. being as yet very ſure that 
they were the Perſons they expected. 
Zirita ventured the firſt, and gave a 
great Cry on her diſcovering the 7aca ; 
the embraced him as ſoon as ſhe knew - 
him, and Diana ran immediately to take 
Part in her Joy. Finding he and his . 
Fellow-travellers were very weak, they 
would have aſliſted them to get to the 
City, and were ſeconded by ſeveral Per- 
ſons whom their Cries had drawn thither, 
from a little Village pretty near that 
Place. When the Zuca had recovered 
from his Fatigue, Diana and Zirita, 
were deſirous of knowing what Ad- 
ventures he had run thro* ſince their 
Separation, and by whatNeceſlity he had 
been forced to croſs the Sea after ſuch 
a ſtrange and dangerous Manner. Don 
Alonzo, to ſatisfy their Curioſity, in- 
farmed them that after having got the 


neceſſary Proviſions for which he 12 
| : | let 
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left che Brigantine, he came back in 
ſearch of it, and not finding it, was in- 
finitely troubled, not knowing by what 
Accident it had diſappeared: Some- 
times, continued he, I ſuſpected that 
the Indians whom J had left behind, had 
carry'd off you and my Siſter in the 
Veſſel, and were returned hack to the 
Place whence we ſet out; ſometimes 
I was afraid that the Waves had ſunk. 
it, and at other times I was apprehen- 
ſive that the Amazons had ſeized it, 
and carry'd it to ſome other Place. 
F was long perplexed with theſe Fears, 
and ran up and down the Banks of 
the River, enquiring News of the 
Brigantine, when I was at. laſt informed 
that it had been ſeen going down the 

River towards the Sea. Then ſuſpect- 
ing the Accident that had befallen 
me, and believing that you would ſteer 
our Courſe towards the Iſle of Trinity, 
I reſolved to travel towards it by 
Land, and when I ſhould come. to the 
Coaſt oppoſite to it, to ſeek for ſome 
Opportunity of getting over: My Com- 
_ approved of my Reſolution. 


e travelled then that Way, and had 
already advanced very far, when a 
Troop of Female Warriours of that 


Country, very well armed, having ſtopt 
us, 
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us, obliged fis to paſs thro* a neigh- 
bouring Town, where the Princeſs of 
thoſe Parts reſided. She received me 
with abundance of Humanity, careſſed 
me mightily, and being informed by 
what Accident I had happened into her 
Country, invited me to ſtay there ſome 
Years, ahd. promiſed afteryards to 
furniſh mne with Conveniences to rejoin 

my Company, I pretended to accept 

| her Invifatioꝝ; and the Princeſs took 
all imaginable Care to-divert me agree- 

ably. She preſented me with a great 

Quantity of Gold, made Feaſts, and 

publick Dancings wherein ſhe en- 

deavoured to ſhow me her gracious Diſ- 
ſition. She took me with her a 
Junting and Fiſhing, and even would 

| have me accompany her in an Expe- 

1 dition which ſhe was going to under- 

take againſt the Caribeans, a ſavage 

People, who border upon the great. 
River Oreonoko, near its Mouth, and the 
neighbagting Coaſts. My Companions 

and I fought with her and her — 
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againſt theſe Barbarians; they gave out 
after the Battle that they owed the Vic- 
tory to us, and they puſhed their Con- 
queſts a good way Northward. One 
Day as they were marching along the 
Sea Side, the Princeſs was deſirous of 
AS _ 4 
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ſeeing ſome of theſe Caribeans fiſh, . 
whom ſhe had taken Priſoners, having 
been informed that their Manner was 
very extraordinary. They! ſet upon 
Floats made of Branches interwoven like 
a Hurdle ; they. hold the 1 in one 


* 
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Hand, and in the other a Attle flat 
Stick, which ſerves them as àn Oar, 
and wherewith they rowe from one 
Place to another: where they hope 
for better Sport. As- for my Bay as 
my Thoughts were only upon freeing. 
my ſelf from the Captivity. into which 
I. had fallen, I imagined that Fortune 
offered me a favourable Opportunity... 
I. communicated. my Deſign. to my- 
Companions. We pretended to be 
mightily. pleaſed with this way of fiſh- 
ing, and having aſked leave of the 
Princefs to go and fiſh: our ſelves, we 
eaſily obtained. it of a Perſon who was 
deſirous of keeping us by good Ulage 
and Complaiſance : But this Complai- 
ſance was the Cauſe of her loſing us. 
At the beginning we left the Shore 
without Precipitation, not being as yet 
out of their Reach ;: but when, on Pre-- 
a tence of being intent upon our fiſhing- 
| we had got farther: out into the Sea, 
- | we let go our Lines, and made uſe of 


our little Oars to.. eſcape. The 3 
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and the Sea ſeemed both to favour 
our Flight, puſhing us towards this 
Iſle, which is ſeparaged from the Place 
whence we ſet out only by the little 
Paſſage which the great Chriſtopher 
Columbus called the Dragon's Mouth. 
don't doubt but lp Princeſs of the 


Amazons, when ſhe{ preceived our De- 
ſign, ſent for ſame Canoos for. the Ca- 
ribeans, who are great Sailors, to purſue 


us, and bring us back ; but the Canoos 


were a good Diſtance. off, and they 
could not embark. therein till we 
were advanced too far into the Sea to 
be overtaken. We were two. Nights 


and two Days conſtantly at Work, and 
without eating, and I believe on my 
coming aſhore I ſhould have died with. 
the Fatigue, if the Joy of ſeeing you 


had not preſerve. my Life. 


Thus the Ynca. finiſhed his Adven- 
tures; the two Ladies . who heard him 
were aſtoniſhed at the Danger to which 
he had expoſed himſelf; but the I- 
dian who knew he had been incited to 


it by the Violence of his Love, much 
more than by che Fear of Captivity, was 
leſs ſurprized at it- than Diana. And 
all three being now deſirous only of. 
Reſt, and longing after Spain, they bent. 
their Thoughts wholly upon the Means. 


to. 
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to get thither; There came Veſſels 
frequently to the Road of, this Iſland, 
to take in their lading of S off There 
happened then to be one there, which 
waited only for her Cargo: to return to 
Spain. The Ynca agreed with the 
Maſter for the Paſſage of himſelf, Di- 


ana, Zirita, and one Indian, which he 


kept of thoſe he had brought from 


Peru, whom he -had ſent back in his 
Brigantine, They went aboard in a 
few 2 and were favoured to their 
Wiſh by the Wind and Waves, in 
croſſin ede vaſt Extent of the Ocean. 
At laſt they again ſaw the Coaſts of 
Spain, and entering the great River 
Guadalquivir, caſt an Anchor under the 
Walls of Seville. The Inca waited 
till Night before he would go a- ſhore, 
not being willing to expoſe himſelf to 
the Eyes of that great City in his In- 
dian Habit. He retired therefore with 
his Company to one of the moſt unfre- 
quented Houſes; and that Night they 
gave Orders to their Landlady to pro- 
vide them Spaniþ Habits for the Yica 
and his Siſter, Next Morning Zirita 
being dreſſed, went into the Chamber 
of Diana, whom her Wearineſs after 
ſuch a long Voyage had kept as yet 


in Ded, and appeared to her in her new 


Cloaths 


, The HISTORY 
Fs with an Air that had nothing 
Barbarian in it, She went out 
-1mmediately after, on pretence of 
leaving her to her Repoſe, to con- 
cert with the Luca after what Man- 
ner he ſhould diſcover himſelf to Diana: 
For his Paſſion being infinitely increaſed 
by the Familiarity he had lived in 
with that fair Widow, and by his hav- 
ng acquired a more perfect Know- 
ledge of her Virtue, could no longer 
he reſtrained under his Diſguiſe. *T'was 
agreed then that without deterring any 
longer they ſhoud go and diſabuſe 
Diana as to the Error ſhe had ſo long 
been involved in. The Buca, whom 
his Love made timorous, was appre- 
henſi ve that his Deccit would not be 
attended with Succeſs; that Diana who 
had mourned. lis Loſs whilſt ſhe thought 
him abſent and unfaichfal, would 
not have all the Tenderneſs for him 
Which his Conſtancy deſerved, when 
he ſhould: be informed of it; and that 
an unſeaſonable Scruple would make 
her condemn his Boldneſs in following 
her without having obtained her Con- 
"ſent. They entered her Chamber, and 
the 7nca having taken a Chair by the 
'Bed-fide, whilſt Zirita ' ſeated herſelf 
-upon the Bed, the latter began _= : 
At 
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At laſt, Madam, your Adventures are 
drawing to a Concluſion; and Heaven 
after having delivered you from a Ty- 
rant's Love and Cruelty; after having 
conducted you thro? almoſt inacceſſi- 
ble Deſarts, and preſerved you'amongſt 
{lavage and barbarous Nations; after 
having carry'd you ſafe thro' Winds 
and Waters, has at laſt brought you 
into your own Country in perfect 
Health, and with ſuch ſurprizing Beau- 
ty, that it ſeems as if the Sun of Peru, 


and the groſs Air of the Sea, which 


ſullies all other Complexions, had em- 
belliſhed yours, and added to your 
Charms. There is now nothing wanting 
to compleat your Happineſs, but again 
to fee Don Alonzo, and to ſee him 
again faithful; I dare flatter my ſelf 
that I ſhall give you that Satisfac- 
tion in a ſhort Time, and to give Don 
Alonzo the Pleaſure of telling you that 
Time has not been able to eraſe from 
his Heart the Paſſion which you have 
inſpired there; only ſay that you deſire 
me to reſtore him to you, and 4-vend 
upon my Care for the reſt. D A. 
lonzo does not think of me, re; 4*d 
Diana ſorrowfully, and I had:r er 
never fee him, than to ſee: him ug. de- 
ful; if he were not ſo, he * we 


the 
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followe me to the very —— of the 


Earth he oughtsto have ſwym a- croſs 
the Seas, if he tonld find o Veſſels, 


aves had refuſed to have born 
him and, in fine, if the Winds and 
you? had been in a Confederacy to 


or Wars borrowed Wings to fly, if 


ſepatate him from me, he ought not 


a Moment to have ſurvived my Depar- 
ture, which deprived him of all Hopes 


of ever ſeeing me 'again, Madam, an- 


ſwered Zirita, Don Algnzo ſhall juſtify 
himſelf, whenever you will be pleaſed 
to hear him, and if J muſt tell you 
yet more, he only waits your Permiſ- 
ſion to preſent hirpſelt before you, 
and make you ow that never any 
Paſlion was more Friolent or more 


Conſtant than that: he has retained 


for you. Don't Flatter me with vain 


Hopes, my Dear, reply'd Diana; leave 


me to my Misfortunes, without increaſ- 
ing them by the fallacious Promiſes of 


a Happineſs. which would render me 


the moſt contented Perſon upon Earth, 


if you could procure it me; and with- 
out which, I am deſtin'd to languiſh 


under a Misfortune which will have no 
End, but with my Life. Yes, Zirita, 


the Conqueſt I had made of Don Alon- 


z0*'s Heart was ſo dear to me, and 4 
Am 


＋ 
4 


N 


i 
4 


17 os hos <, 


ſame Tenderneſs whie 
diſcovered to me, ank which was ſo. 
agreeable to me. This 


„„ r EAR A ESE ER. 4 23 ode. 


 Drana v#-CasTRoL 145 


am fo ſenſible of his; Loſs, that there is 
nothing I would prefer po the Pleaſure of 
ſecing 


m now before me, with the 
he — 


iſcourſe put 
the Zuca out of all Patience-; he fell 
on his Knees cloſe by Diana, and tak- 
ing hold of one of her Hands, which 


ſhe held out of Bed, and kiſſing it 


with a Tranſport not to be parallelled, 
You ſee him now before you, Madam, 
aid he, you fee that unfortunate Don 
Alonzo, not with the ſame Tenderneſs 


which he had the Boldneſs formerly 


to confeſs to You, but with one which 


1s i as pr greater, and more 
worthy of the Merit which he has had 


the Leiſure to diſcover in you under 


the Habit of the Ma, and which he 
knew but imperfectly. under the Cha- 
racer of Don Alonzo, If my Diſo- 


bedience in following you into the 


new World, after your declaring to me 
that you did not approve of my Deſign 


ſo to do, and that you was apprehen- 
five of its being prejudicial to your 


Reputation, if this Diſobedience, I 


ſay, has not Een ſufficiently repaired 


by the Care I took to conceal my 


ſelf there, and to live unknown, if you 


G dont 
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don't believe that the Greatneſs of m 
Love, which made me think Dekth 
more eligible than your Abſence, ren- 
ders my Fault worthy of Pardon, pu- 


niſh me, Madam, and -ordain what 


ſort of Death I muſt ſuffer to expiate 
my Crime. I will undergo it con- 
tentedly, if I can only convince you 
in dying that I have lived conſtant, 


and that I dye for having loved you 


too well. Theſe Words put Diana 
in a ſtrange Confuſion, ſhe was a 
long while in doubt whether the Hica 
did not impoſe upon her, in Conjunc- 
tion with Zirita. She had alſo ſome 
Suſpicion that he intended perhaps 
to take advantage of the Reſemblance 
that was between him and Don Alonzo, 
to ſurprize thoſe Teſtimoriies of Friend- 
ſhip which ſhe reſerved only for the 
latter. In fine, ſhe was uncertain whe- 
ther the ca had not a Deſign to 
begin to act the part of Do» Alonzo, 
or whether Don Alonzo had acted the 
part of the ca. But looking on him 
with more Attention, and - recalling 
to mind the Face of her Lover, ſhe 


remembered ſo exactly all his Features, 


and the ſound of his Voice began to 
-penetrate ſo deeply into her Soul, and 


to renew therein ſo perfectly the Re- 


membrance 
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membrance of Don Alonzo, that ſhe 
was aſtoniſhed, ſhe had miſſed know-- 
ing him ſo long. Then reflecting 
upon the Conſtancy of his Love, ſhe 
repented her having. accuſed him with 
ſo much Injuſtice; and embracing him 
tenderly, Cruel Don Alonzo, ſaid ſhe, 
what Injury had I done you which de- 
ſerved all the Diſquiet, and all-the Af- 
flictions which you have caufed me? 
Why did you reduce me to the Ne- 
ceſſity of accuſing you of Ingratitude, 
and of offending your Love by unjutt 
Complaints when you was faithful to 


me, you deprived your ſelf. volun- 


tarily of the Pleaſure of telling me you 
loved me, and me of that of hearing it. 
But after all, why ſhould I complain of 
a Fault which your Diſcretion and 
Reſpect have made you commit ? *Tis 
better to put an End here to all our 
Complaints, and forget all our Pains, 
in enjoying the Pleaſure of ſeeing each 
other without Diſguiſe. That is not 
enough, anſwered Zirita, to make you 
happy, you muſt poſſeſs each other, 
without fear of any Thing's parting - 
you but Death. I know that is the 
only End of Don Alonzo's Deſires, and 
it is alſo the only. Recompence that 
is proportionable to his Love. * | 

| | 2 
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I know beſides that as Diana cannot 
refuſe it him without Injuſtice, neither 
can ſhe do it without doing Violence 
to her own Wiſhes, Diana bluſhed at 
theſe Words, and looking on her 
Lover with an Eye full of Tenderneſs 
and Modeſty, you don't conſider, 
Zirita, ſaid . that if this Recom- 
pence is proportionahle to Don Alonzo's 
Love, it is not ſo to his Merit. Be- 
ſides, ſuch a Propoſal neither ſuits with 
1 the Mourning I wear, nor even with 
the Place where I: am, where I. have 
none of my Relations who may autho- 
rie by their Preſence what you require 
of me. Ah! Madam, anſwered Don 
Alonzo, why will you defer my Happineſs. 
| any longer? The time of your Mourn- 
ing is expired, if I am not miſtaken; 
and I was informed, on my Arrival 
here, that your Uncle Vaca de Caſtro 
landed here ſome Days ago: Ceaſe 
then to oppoſe my good Fortune. 
Diana made no reply to this Diſcourſe, 
but caſting down her Eyes with a 
great deal of Modeſty, ſhewed by her 
Silence that ſhe conſented to her Lover's 
Deſire: From that Minute they began 
to haſten the Accompliſhment of their 
| Marriage. Don Alonzo went and put 
off the Ynca's Dreſs, and appearing. 
 - | before 
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t» before Diana in a Spaniſh Habit, ſhe. 
r diſcovered in him all the Graces. 
- which had formerly charmed her. Zi- 
t rita took upon her ſelf to apprize Vaca 
rde Caſtro of Diana's Arrival; and 
8 
7 
5 
5 
| 


whilſt ſhe acquitted herſelf of this- 
Charge, and all others which her 
friendly and officious Temper. made 
her undertake for Perſons who were fo- - 
dear to her, Don Alonzo gave his Miſ- 
treſs an account of the Voyage he had 
undertaken to follow her. He in- 
formed her that he had taken the Re- 
ſolution in the laſt Converſation he had 
with her; that that was the Reaſon 
he ſeem'd leſs afflicted than he ſnould 
2 have done, if he muſt have been ſepa - 
5 rated from her; that having left her, 
| he put his Affairs in order, and ſet out 
7 for Seville; that there he entred him- 
ſelf a common Soldier, and put on 
that Habit; and ſo went incognito 
into Peru; that he had followed her 
in all the Places wherever ſhe had 
been; and that in Civdad Realhe lodged : 
in a Houſe whence he ſaw. her every 
Day. He afterwards acquainted her 
how Zirita having been fold to him, 
had fallen in Love with him; that, to 
cure her of her Paſſion, he had told 
her that his Heart was ingaged elſe- 
| where; 
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where; that this virtuous young Maiden, 
thro* an unexampled Generoſity, hav- 
ing got the better of her Love, had 
only bent her Thoughts how to ſerve 


him with her who was Miſtreſs of his 


Inclinations. Einding her in this Diſ- 
88 continued he, and being a 

Vitneſs of the Solitude wherein you 
lived after Don Lewis's Death, and 
not being able to ſerve you my ſelf 
in the Condition wherein I ſaw you, I. 
obliged her to enter into your Service. 


You know, Madam, what Relief you- 


haye found by it, and how uſeful her 


Aſſiſtance has been to you. They had 


4 


- uſt made "an, end of this Wiſcourſe 


when they ſaw Vaca de Caſtro enter; Di- 


ana received him with. Careſſes full 
of 4 and he gave to this amiable 


Niece ſeveral Demonſtrations of a tender 
Friendſhip... She preſented” Don Alonzo 
to him, to whoſe Name and Merit he 
was not a Stranger, and let him know 
part of the Obligations ſhe had to him. 
on Alonzo went to wait on him the 
next Day, and after having diſcovered 
to him the Paſſion he had for Diana, 
begged him to approve of it, and 
Lent to his Addreſſes. Vaca de Ca- 
tro, ſeeing his Niece was left very 
young, and without Children, agrees 
aF 0 


C 


"Diana Dr CasTRoO. 57 
þ both to her Deſign of marrying again, 
and to the Choice ſhe had 4, of 
| a Cavalier, in whom he obſerved ſo 
many good Qualities. He flattered 
| himſelf thathe had Credit enough with 
the Emperor, to recover without any 
Trouble the Effects of Diana, and 

thoſe her Husband had left her, out of 

the Hands of the Peruvian Rebels who 

had ſeized upon them. Zirita making 

one laſt Effort againſt the Remains 

of an ill extinguiſhed Paſſion, which 

-ſhe yet retain'd for Don Alonzo, con- 

verted it into a ſincere Friendſhip. 
She made freſh Proteſtations thereof 

to him and Diana, and conjured them 

that ſhe being received as a Third 

between them, might be loved by 

them. as a Siſter; and unite her For- 

Tune inſeparably to theirs. They grant- 

ed with Joy what they could not have 

refuſed without Ingratitude to a Perſon 

of ſuch uncommon Merit, and from 

whom they had received ſuch impor- 

tant Services, and ſuch a diſintereſted 

Aſſiſtance. They appointed a Day 

for her being baptized, and would 

have that Ceremony preformed at the 

ſame Time with that of their Nuptials. 

Jaca de Caſtro would defray the Ex- 

:pence :thereof, and did it with abun- 

G4 dance 


us, 
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dance of Magnificence. Seville had 

devyer beheld any Thing more Ie. 
FF did than, this Feaſt, nor; more beauti- 
. "ut. than Diana, who ſoon forgot in 
*the Arms of her falſe Juca the Vexations 
zof her firſt Marriage, and the Croſles' 
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